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TSE Anecdotes are reſpect- 

fully inſcribed to Her Royal High- 

neſs the Ducheſs of Vork, as the 

diſtinguiſhed Benefactreſs of Youth 

and Innocence, and an illuſ- 

trious example of thoſe Virtues 

which claim the general tribute of 
Reſpect and Admiration, by 
HER ROYAL HIGHNESS'S | 

Mok devoted and obliged 

Humble Servant, 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


TRE ſtudy of Hiſtory forming 
a neceſſary part of Education, it 
will be needleſs to illuſtrate the 
ſubje& further than to ſay, that 
as 1t offers both an ample field for 
moral Inſtruction, as well as ra- 


tional 
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xiv ADVERTISEMENT. 


tional Amuſement, and that, in 
many different points of view, we 
have here only ſelected one, viz. 
the Delineation of characters ; and 


which is doubtleſs among the moſt 


ufeful for the Youthful Mind to 
dwell upon, when purpoſely cho- 


ſen. 


5 


Few examples of Vice are neceſ- 


ſary to excite the abhorrence it 


naturally creates, whilſt thoſe of 


Virtue. and Goodneſs, in whatever 
way they appear, whether in the. 
exalted or Humble ous: of life, 


cOm- 


— 


ADVERTISEMENT. Xv 


command alike our veneration, 
and with it our affection. 


Nor are thoſe dazzling charac- 
ters which attract admiration by | 
the ſplendour of their actions, or 
the celebrity of their talents, al- 
ways the beſt entitled to attention 
from our Young Readers, as they 
too often unite with theſe diſtin- 
guiſhing traits, great imperfec- 
tions, if not great vices. The few 
characters brou ght forward in 

theſe Anecdotes will be found ex- 
amples chiefly of another deſcrip- 

tion, more intereſting from their Vir- 
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Good Mind, than from 


their Talents, 


© | | 8 

— 5 | 2 
Q | 8 |S 

8 | | £7 | 

= . — 

G | | | 

. 5 / 

F oo * 

3 | 

8. 8. | | 

8 8 N x 5 | | 
I'S 

8 8 | 

x | 

1 | | 
> | 
89 | 

3 6 | | | 


' INTRODUCTION. 


BEFORE we enter upon thoſe Anec- 
dates, taken from the hiſtorical annals 
of China, we ſhall give a ſhort ſketch 
of the ancient Rate of this country, 

which for its power, extent, and Jon gr. 
ſucceſſion of Sovereigns, is ſo well 
worthy attention ; and which may be, 
ſaid to have ſubſiſted as a great 
B . Empire, 
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Empire, for ſo many ages, diftinct © | 
and unconnected from the reſt of 


the world. 
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Its geographical ſituation is as fol- 


- wn 


lows :—The Empire of China is ſitu- 
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ated in a temperate and ſalubrious 
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climate, in the Weſtern part of Aſia, 


r nn 


and in a manner ſeparated from the 
reſt of the globe; extending from 
South to North 1380, and from Eaſt 
to Weſt, 900 miles. It is bounded 
by the ocean on the Eaſt and Weſt Y 
and on the North and South by a 


|; 5 chain of barren rocks, on which ſide 
likewiſe the great wall proved an ad- 
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ditional defence, before this country 
and Tartary acknowledged * ſame 
Topretne head. 


The origin of the Chineſe Empire 


is ſo obſcured by time, that many of 


the accounts of it are envelopped in 
fable and error ; which, together 
© with the little intercourſe that ever 
3 ſubſiſted. between theſe people and 


other nations, renders the truth more 


difficult to attain. It as, however, 
generally admitted, that a ſucceſſion 

of their Sovereigns or Emperors has : 
continued nearly four thouſand years, | 

and whoſe deſcent is traced from the 


B 2 deſcendants 


iv INTRODUCTION. 


deſcendants of Noah, who were dif- 
perſed throughout Aſia, and penetra- 
ted as far Weſtward as China, where 
they eſtabliſhed themſelves, and peo- 
_pled this country. 3 765 


According to the manner of the 
Patriarchs, the fathers and elders of 4 

families, were the only Sovereigns 

then known; to whom lon gevity, 
numerous flocks, and perſonal cha- 
' racter, obtained them a ſtill greater 
authority, and ſoon added more un- F 
limited power, | 


Ihe foundation of the Chineſe 
_ Monarchy 
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Monarchy was ſhortly after eſta- 
bliſhed by Fohi, who is the firſt 
Emperor named in their own re- 
cords, This Prince, whoſe great 


wiſdom and ſuperior virtue, raiſed 


him to the ſupreme power, was ſo 


venerated by the people, that he was 
not only conſidered as the Sovereign 
of all, but as their guide and oracle, 


and his ordinances as proceeding 


from more than mortal wiſdom, and 


as the effects of divine inſpiration. 


— 


At this early period of the world, 


the great occupation of all was the 


cultivation of the earth; and the 


D 


Bg wants 
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wants of men confined to thoſe, 


which, a ſtate of ſimple and uncor- 


rupted nature only requires. They 


were temperate and virtuous ; and 


the care of their flocks, and the 
inſtruction of their children, were 
the firſt and moſt honorable of oc- 


cupations. 


| Upon the | eſtabliſhment of the So- 


vereign Power, Governors and Judges 


of provinces were appointed, who, 


from the equity of their conduct, 


and purity of their lives, gained 


the affections of the people; whilſt 


the Emperor, as head of the whole, 


placed 


So 4 
Ja 
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placed his ſupreme felicity i in contri- 


buting to the happineſs and welfare 


of all; conſidering himſelf leſs as the 


Sovereign of a great Empire, than 


the parent of a numerous family.— 
This principle appears to be the great 


fundamental one of the Chineſe Go- 


vernment. The er was the fa- 


ther of his people, who, in their turn, 


were not only his ſubjects, but his 


children; and, as ſuch, bound to obey 


him, and even to ſuffer death rather 


than fail in what they owed to him. 
But when any one in office was known 
to abuſe the authority entruſted to 
him, to the detriment of the people, 
505 B 4 | - _ "the 
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the Emperor was to be made ac- 
quainted with it through the Man- 


darins or Nobles of the State, and it 


was enacted as a duty on their part 


ſo to do; which privilege ſubſiſts to 
the preſent time. Should theſe means 
fail to operate with the Emperor, and 
that he proves regardleſs of the affec- 


tion of his ſubjects, if not wholly 
ſo of his own fame, the manner in 
which the Chineſe hiſtory and records 


are tranſmitted, are alone ſufficient to 


keep him to the obſervance of his 


duties as a Sovereign. 


Amongſt the regulations of this 


Government, 
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Government, it 1s enacted, that a 
number of the Chineſe literati ſhould 


be choſen as cenſors, who are known 


to be men of integrity and virtue, 
and whoſe office it is to obſerve the 


daily action and conduct of the Em- 


peror. Each of theſe perſons write 
their ſeparate retarks on a ſlip of 
paper, and then drop it through a 
chink, into a place appointed for the 
purpoſe ; and that theſe monitors may 
neither be biaſſed by the fear of pu- 


niſhment, or the hope of reward, 


the place in which theſe remarks are 


depoſited is never opened during the 


life of the reigning Prince, 


Such 


X INTRODUCTION. 


Such were the admirable inſtitu- 


tions of the Chineſe Government 


from its early period; and ſuch have 


been their duration, that, notwith- 


ſtanding the revolutions occaſioned by 


the ravages and oppreſſion of bar- 


barous invaders, this Empire, has 


ſubſiſted almoſt coeval with time 
itſelf, and is ſtill exiſting as a great 


and powerful nation. 


The Emperor of China never ap- 


pears in public without a diſplay of | 


that grandeur, which is neceſſary to 


attract veneration. The Monarchs 


of the Chineſe race ſeldom, indeed, 


fhewed 
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ſhewed themſelves to the people; 
but ſince the Tartar Princes have 
mounted the Throne, they aim at 
popularity, and affect greater famili- 
arity. The utmoſt ſtate and magni- 
| ficence is obſerved in all the Chineſe 
proceſſions, but in none more than 
in their religious ceremonies, and 
when the Emperor goes to the Tem- 
ple to offer ſacrifices to Heaven. Up- 
on theſe occaſions, the ceremonies 
are ſo fixed by cuſtom immemorial, 
that the Sovereign himſelf dares not 
add nor diminiſh in any point; and 
every thing is united in theſe proceſ- 
ions, that can impreſs the mind with 


awe, 
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— 


awe, or the eye with admiration. 
One of the principal of theſe ſolemn 
feſtivals, is called the Feaſt of Lan- 
thorns, from the multitude of lan- 
thorns that are exhibited upon the 
evening of that day ; and ſuch is the 
great emulation ſhewn, and the ex- 
pence attending it, as often to injure 
the fortunes of the rich, and induce 
the poor to retrench their neceſſary 
wants, For the origin of this feſ- 
tival, which is extremely ancient, 
the following is the beſt account 
given: ee | 
The Emperor Ki, or Kieu, who 
reigned, 
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reigned, it is ſaid, more than three 
thouſand years back, was guilty of 
ſo many enormities in his Govern- 
ment, that his memory is ſtill held 
in the utmoſt abhorrence by the Chi- 
neſe. This Emperor, that he might 
the better enjoy the pleaſures and ex- 
| ceſſes to which he was addicted, ſhut 
| himſelf up in one of his Palaces, 
with his favourites, neglecting every 
duty and care which he owed to his 
ſubjects. In this Palace, which he 
never left, he cauſed the light of day 
to be wholly excluded, and which 

was ſupplied by an immenſe number 
of lamps, that he might not perceive 
the 


Sv INTRODUCTION. | 


the rapid ſucceſſion of time, which 


he ſaid recalled to him the ſhortneſs 


and inſtability of human exiſtence, 


From this retreat he was at length, how- 
ever, forced by his people, who finding 
how unworthy he was to reign, 
roſe againſt him, and ſent him into 
baniſhment, depriving both himſelf 
and his children of | Royalty. His 


ſumptuous Palace was raſed to the 


ground ; and that his unworthy con- 


duct might be tranſmitted to poſte- 


rity, the lamps that emblazoned this 


luxurious retreat were removed, and 


hung up throughout the city every 


year, on the anniverſary of the day, 


which 


n 
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which is fill obſerved as one of the 


moſt ſolemn feſtivals of the Empire. 


The Emperor of China, whilſt 
obſervant of the fundamental laws 
of the country, poſſeſſes unlimited 
power ; he is ſtiled by his ſubjects 


the ſon of Heaven, and the only 


maſter of the world, and is never 


ſpoken to but on the knee, even by 


a Grandees and Princes of the 


blood. His authority extends like- 


wiſe. to the nominating his ſucceſſor, 


not only from among his own family, 


but even from the humbleſt | claſs 
of his ſubjects, an inſtance of which 


C5 


occurs 


\ 
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occurs in the Emperor Yao. This 
Prince, who was the eighth Emperor 
of the Chineſe, is ranked among 
the greateſt of their legiſlators, and 
was ſo truly the father of his people, 
that he extended his care for them, 
even beyond the limits of his own 
life; and made his ſucceſſor to the : 
Empire, a labouring man, named 
Zun, becauſe he was known to be 
the moſt virtuous. It is related, that 
the Emperor Yao, from the report 
he had heard of this man, ſent for 
him, and after converſing fome time 
with him, conceived ſo great an opi- 
nion of his talents, as well as his 


3 Virtues, 
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virtues, that, in order to make a 
further trial of them, he appointed 
him to the government -of a pro- 
vince, of which truſt Zun acquitted 
himſelf ſo worthily, that the Em- 
peror ſoon after made him his ſon- 
in-law, and divided with him the 
government of the Empire, nam- 
ing him as his ſucceſſor, in pre- 
ference to his own ſon. *© I know 
too well,” ſaid the Emperor Yao, 
* the diſpoſition of my ſon, and 
that under a fair appearance he 
conceals real vices; the ties of 
blood ought not to prevail over thoſe 
T _ 


Pd 


XViil _ INTRODUCTION. 
which unite a Sovereign to his 


people.“ 


Theſe two Princes reigned toge- 
ther twenty eight years in the greateſt 
harmony; and after the death of Yao, 
Zun reigned as ſole Emperor, and 
conducted himſelf with the ſame 
wiſdom and virtue that raiſed him 


to the Throne. 


The great philoſopher of this 
country, the renowned Confucius, 
declared, that he was not the found- 
er of the doctrine and principles he 


eſta- 


2 


INTRODUCTION. 3 
eſtabliſhed, but that he owed them 
in part to theſe Emperors, Yao, and 
Zun, who lived more than a thou- 


ſand years before him. 


This celebrated man divided his 
doctrine into four parts, and his diſci- 


ples, who were very numerous, in- 


to as many diſtinct claſſes. 


In the firſt were thoſe who ſtudied 
the moral virtues :—In the ſecond, 
the art of reaſoning and eloquence 
were taught: — In the third, what- 
ever appertained to the Government, 
the duty of Magiſtrates, - &c. ; and, 
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xx INTRODUCTION. 


in the fourth, all that concerned the 


manners, cuſtoms, &c. 


Theſe different regulations and 


principles, as laid down by Con- 
ius, became as laws to the Chi- 
neſe, and were conſidered by them as 
the ſtandard of all perfection, both 


in their moral, political, and reli- 


gious principles; and in the ſame 


veneration have they continued, for 
upwards of two thouſand years, 
among the learned and moſt virtuous 


of the Chineſe nation. 


In every principal city of the 


Empire, 


„ 
1 
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Empire, colleges are built, where 


the ſciences and doctrine of Confu- 
cius is taught; and other buildings 


erected are in honour to his memory, 


in the front of which are inſcribed, in 
gold letters: To the illuſtrious, to 
the great Mafter, to the King of | 


lear ning. 


The learning of this great man, 


was faid to be equalled only by his 


virtue and his modeſty ; and his de- 


ſcendants till enjoy privileges the 


ſame as the Princes of the Royal 


Family. They are born Noble, and 


Mandarins, which no other ſubjects 


C3: are; 


xxii INTRODUCTION. 
are; as titles and honours are not 
hereditary in this country, but ob- 
tained by learning and merit. 
The religious doctrine of Confu- | 
cius expreſily condemned every ſpe- 
cies of idolatrous worſhip, and pro- 
felled the purer principle of Deiſm®#, 
to which the Chineſe ſtrictly adhered, 
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till the conqueſt of this country by 
the Tartars, when the worſhip of 
Fo, and the power of the Lamas or 


High Prieſts of the Tartars, corrupt- 


* Confucius was born nearly ſix hundred years be- 


fore the Chriſtian Era, 
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ed the digi principles of the Chi- 


neſe, from which naturally followed 


a degeneracy in their lives and mo- 


rals; but from this contagion, ne- 


vertheleſs, numbers remained, ſtrik— 
Ing proofs, even in the worſt of times, 


that the moral virtues were never 


practiſed in a more eminent degree, 


by any people than by the Chineſe, 


and among the firſt of their exam- 


ples were generally found the Sove- 


reign and great men of te Empire. 
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CHAO- KANG. 


| Pocility and obedience in Vouth 
Are generally preſages of higher Virtues. 


* 


IN the early part of the Chineſe hiſtory, 


ve meet with the following Intereſting 


account of the trials and reverſes of for- 


* 


tune, 


— 


4 


+ 
V 
1 
{4 
| 
1 
{ 
1 
i 


nr 
—— — 


4 22 * * e 
— 9) ' * — — — —ää 


— — . 
——— OS AS 


7 


: 
"01 
17 
£ 
. 
14 


26 ANECDOTES. 


. which attended the entrance of this 
young Prince into life, united with thoſe 
of an amiable and virtuous Princeſs, the 
Empreſs Minn, his mother, whoſe forti- 
tude and wiſdom is not leſs worthy of re- 
mark than the ſubmiſſion and filial affec- 
tion of her ſon, Chao-Kang. 

During the firſt race of the Chineſe 
Monarchs, Han-Tſon uſurped the Sove- 
reign Power, and put to death the, whole 
of the Royal Family, excepting the Em- 
preſs Minn, who alone eſcaped from the 
ſword of the tyrant, and fled to a diſtant 
province, where ſhe ſoon after gave birth 
to a ſon, whom ſhe named Chao-Kang.— 
With the utmoſt privacy, and in a ſtate 
| Heh of 
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of the humbleſt obſcurity, ſhe here 


trained her ſon to the practice of every 


virtue, by inſtilling into his infant mind 
the important and uſeful leſſons of doci- 
lity and ſubmiſſion, to che will of chat 


Power, which directs alike, the deſtiny of 
Empires and of Sovereigns. 


The Empreſs and her ſon continued 


In this retreat for eight years unknown, 
and unſuſpeted; but, at that period, a 


rumour was ſpread, that the late Empe- 


ror's wife was {lll living, and with her 
an infant ſon; upon which, the uſurper, 
juſtly alarmed, ordered the ſtricteſt ſearch 


to be made after them. The fears of 


the Empreſs for her beloved ſon, as cer- 


tain 
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tain of the fate that would await him, if 
he fell into the hands of the tyrant, 
obliged her to remove from Yuang, her 
preſent retreat, and to ſeek another place 
of concealment. She then diſguiſed her 
fon as a ſhepherid, and ſeparating her- 
ſelf, for a ſhort time from him, ſent 
him into the . mountainous and deſert 


— 


parts of the country; in which ſtate he 
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is related to have lived ſeveral years, 

ſubmitting to every hardſhip, and with 
the utmoſt difficulty eſcaped the ſearches 

that were ſo diligently ade after him, by 
the Tyrant on the Throne. 
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At the age of fourteen or fifteen, it 
appears, that the young Prince, as di- 
reed 
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— 


rekted by his mother, diſguiſed, and un- 


der an aſſumed name, repaired to the 


Sovernor of Yn, where the Empreſs 


found means of his being received as a 
ſervant in this Governor's houſe. 


The views of the Empreſs Minn were 
evidently extended beyond the preſent 
retreat, which ſhe here obtained for her 


ſon, as the Governor was well known 


to be zealouſly attached to the intereſt of 


the late Emperor, father of Chao-Kang. 

The young Prince, was, however, ſtrictly 
enjoined by his mother not .to reveal 
the ſecret of his birth, until further 


proofs 
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proofs were made of the Governor's 


ſentiments and fidelity. 


The behaviour of Chao-Kang though in 
this menial Rate, ſoon gained him the atten- 
tion of his maſter, who diſtinguiſhed him 
from his other domeſtics, and frequently 


converſed with him. 


Mi, for ſo the Governor was called, 


perceiving indications of a good diſpo- 


ſition, joined to a very intereſting 


figure, though under the diſguiſe of a 


mean attire, was induced, at different 


times, to queſtion Chao-Kang relating 


to his birth and family; to which in- 


terroga- 
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terrogations the young Prince always 


replied with heſitation, and an evident 


confuſion. The Governor, therefore, 
not to diſtreſs him, forbore, during ſome 
time, any further enquiries, though his 
ſuſpicions were ſtill the ſame, and became 
daily more confirmed. 

At length, after a year had elapſed, 
during which time the modeſt and amia- 
ble demeanour of the young Chao- 
Kang, had gained Nil further upon the 
Governor; he determined, if poſſible, 


to penetrate the myſtery, for ſuch he 


was convinced there was in the hiſtory 


of this youth, He accordingly one day 


fent _ 
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ſent for him into his cabinet, where he 
addreſſed him as follows : 


] can plainly diſcern, that you were 
© not born in the humble ſtate in which 
& you now appear. I therefore conjure you 
© to ſpeak openly, and with confidence; 
e and, conſider me not in the character of 
* a maſter, but of that of a protector and 
& ſincere friend.” It is,“ replied the 
young Chao-Kang, * neyertheleſs very 
* true, that I am born poor and deſtitute ; 
« I received from Heaven only one gift, 
« but that as invaluable one, which is K 
e tender parent; the beſt of mothers, who 
de has taught me to ſupport my poverty 


* and 


= 
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cc and misfortunes without repining, - and 


to ſubmit to the will of Heaven.“ 


« And that mother, happy in poſſeſſing 


« {ſuch a ſon, where is ſhe?” 


To this queſtion Chao-Kang could not 
reply : he bluſhed, caſt. his eyes on the 
ground, and fearful that he might make 
an improper anſwer, remained ſilent.— 
The Governor, becoming ſtill more in- 
tereſted, redoubled his entreaties and 
offers of protection. At laſt, the young 
Prince, greatly agitated, raiſed his eyes, 


and looking at the Governor, with an 


expreſſion of ſenſibility and fear, ſaid, 


« You would not ſurely betray me ;— 


= « wh 


* 
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« why then ſhould I till doubt you? 
« Can he who inſpires ſuch confidence be 
capable of betraying > ag 

Chao-Kang then ce to make 
the diſcovery of his birth, which he had 
ſcarcely avowed, when the Governor, 
falling at the young Prince's feet, ex- 
claimed, My Lord and Sovereign, ah, 
« why have I been kept ſo long ignorant. 
« Surely you-ſhould not, in deigning to 
« make my houſe your aſylum, have put 
« on this vile diſguiſe !—Could you doubt 
« my fidelity, after the many proofs of 
„ attachment 1 have given to the cauſe 
of my late Sovereign, your honored 
7 father? Speak, my Lord, what is it 


« you 
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« you command. My fortune—my life— 


« all I poſſeſs are at your diſpoſal.” 


The young Chao-Kang, in this mo- 


ment, experienced thoſe ſenſations ſo de- 


lightful to a grateful mind, and affection- | 


ately embracing the Governor, faid, 
I have only now to entreat of you to 
© make known, as ſoon as poſſible, to 
te the Empreſs, my mother, the converſa- 
© tion which has paſled between us, 
not wiſhing to take any ſteps, without 


her conſent and approbation.“ 


The Governor then went in ſearch of 


the Empreſs, and having diſcovered her 
retreat, made himſelf known, and in- 
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formed her of what had paſſed between 


the young Prince and herſelf. 


The Empreſs was at firſt fearful and 


alarmed ; but, as a noble mind cannot 


long retain ſuſpicion, ſhe: was ſoon 
convinced of the Governor's fincerity 


and attachment to her cauſe, They 


then together deliberated on the beſt 


meaſures to be taken ; and judging that 


ſecrecy was ſtill neceſſary to guard againſt 


the power of the Uſurper, it was finally 


agreed, that the Prince muſt ſtill re- 
main unknown, and appear under an 


aſſumed character for ſome time 


longer, 


Chao- 
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- Chao-Kang was then removed to an 
eſtate, purchaſed by the Governor for 
his refidence, remote from the Court 


of the Tyrant, and where he was at- 


tended by maſters and proper inſtruc- 
tors. At this place Chao-Kang had five 
hundred men allotted to cultivate and 
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improve it, as well as to attend upon 

his perſon; and ſhortly after, the Gover- 

nor, as a further pledge of his fidelity, 

offered his daughter in marriage for the 

Prince, which was accepted by the Em- 

preſs for her ſon. | 
{ 

In this retreat of Lo-Fen, a ſpot uncul- 
tivated, and almoſt a deſert, Chao- Kang, 
aided by. the experience and council of 
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his friends and inſtructors, informed his 
youthful mind, and made the beſt uſe 
of retirement, by applying himſelf to 
ſtudy, and in gaining knowledge ; at the 
ſame time attentive to the ative dunies, . 
and promoting, by every endeavour, the 
welfare and happineſs of the little com- 


munity committed to his charge. 


The art of governing, was by this 
means familiarized to him; and he ren- 
dered himſelf worthy of being one day 


the Sovereign of a 1 Empire. 


In the courſe of a few years, his 
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exertions proved ſo ſucceſsful, that the 


little ſpot of Lo-Fen was not to be 


Aab 
PT 
\ 
r 
R 


known, 


= - " © 4 
F COS. 
4 6 3 501 W "== 7 
: Fern Gn 
* i, 


ANECDOTES. 309 


known. Cultivated and improved by 
induſtry, it became the ſeat of content 
and virtue; ſo that this well- regulated 
diſtri, together with its young Lord, 
became the objects of general admira- 
tion to the neighbouring provinces; 
and their eulogiums reathed even the 


Tyrant on the Throne. 


Nevertheleſs, the faithful Governor of 
Yn, ever attentive to the intereſt and 
cauſe of his injured Prince, ſaw the mo- 
ment at length arrive, when a revolution 
in his favour was to be attempted. He 


accordingly made known to ſome of the 


principal nobles, the birth and exiſtence 


of Chao Kang; which intelligence was 


D's | received 
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received by them with the utmoſt joy and 
ſatisfaQtion. The Governors of the pro- 
vinces and men of power were all well 
inclined to the cauſe of the Prince, and 
aſſiſted him with troops, by which Chao- 
Kang way ſoon enabled to lead a formi- 
dable army into the field, and march againſt 
the tyrant and the uſurper of his rights. 
{Han-Ifon was defeated, and made pri- 
ſoner, upon which Chao-Kang was pro- 
claimed Emperor, and reinſtated on the 
throne of his anceſtors, of which his virtues 


rendered him ſo worthy. 


Having known adverſity, he had learn- 
ed to ſympathiſe with the ſuffering part 


of his fellow - creatures, and to appre- 


ciate 
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ciate and reward merit, wherever he 


found it; ſo that the reign of Chao- 


Kang was not leſs diſtinguiſhed for his 
beneficence and parental affection toward 
his ſubjects, than for the wiſdom and 


juſtice of his adminiſtration, 


The Empreſs Minn had the conſola- 
tion before ſhe ended her days, of ſee- 


ing her ſon reſtored to his Throne, and 


reigning with wiſdom and glory over a 
great Empire ;—but, her greateſt happi- 
neſs was in the reflection, that Chao- 


Kang merited, by his virtues, that Throne 


he had recovered. 


The faithful Governor, who bad con- 
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tributed ſo materially to the re- eſtabliſn- 
ment of his Prince, became a partaker 
likewiſe in his glory, and his moſt confi- 


dential counſellor. 


The hiſtory of this period mentions, 


that when Chao-Kang was re-inſtated on 


the Throne of his anceſtors, he was 
near forty years of age, and had a ſon 


old enough to diſtinguiſh himſelf in the 


battle fought againſt the Uſurper ; from 


which it evidently appears, that great diffi. 


culties muſt have attended this revolu- 


tion; and that perſeverance, aided by 


the utmoſt prudence and fidelity of a 


powerful friend, could alone live ef- 


fefted it: we are, therefore, at a loſs to 


1 ſay, 
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ſay, of the three charaQers here pre- 


ſented, which is the moſt entitled' to 


admiration and efteem. The fortitude 


of a mother, who, during fo many years 


bore the viciſſitudes of fortune, and pa- 


tiently waiting the expedted moment, 


| who alone, and unſupported, conducted 


her ſon through the dangers of his in- 
fancy with ſo much prudence and fore- 


ſight, by forming his mind to virtue and 


| goodneſs, and thus rendering him wor- 


thy of the high flation to which he might 


one day be called; as, on the other hand, 


a Prince, the rightful heir to a great Em- 


pire, ſubmitting ſo many years to the dic- 
tates of friendſhip and forbearance, 


though poſſeſſed of talents, which might 


have 
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Among the characteriſtics of real merit, are 
Humility, with ſweetneſs of diſpoſition, and firm- 


plicity of manners. 


— 


Han-MING-TI, Emperor of China; 
had, among the number of his wives“, 


one, who was extremely beautiful, the 


* In China the laws admit of a plurality of wives, 


virtuous: 


| 
| 
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virtuous and amiable Machi, to whom he 


was more attached than to any other. — 
We wiſhed much to have her declared 
Empreſs, but her having no children, 
was an obſtacle, which oppoſed her be- 


ing. raiſed to that honour, as it was con- 


trary to the cuſtom of the Empire.— 


Hang-Ming-Ti, expreſling his regret up- 


on this ſubject to his mother, who like- 
wiſe ſhewed great partiality to Machi, 
ſuggeſted to the Emperor, that an infant, 
whom he had by aches wife, might be- 
come the adopted ſon of Machi; this 
was accordingly done, and the child de- 
livered into the hands of Machi, who 
received it with all the tenderneſs of a 
mother ; after which ſhe was declared 


Empreſs. 
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Empreſs. This elevated rank did not 
dazzle the modeſt and amiable Machi, 
nor make the leaſt alteration in the ſim- : 


plicity of her manners, and the ſweetneſs 


of diſpoſition for which ſhe was ſo much 


8 diſtinguiſhed. 


The care and education of the little 


Prince ſeemed wholly to engroſs her 


thoughts; and he became, in a ſhort time, 


from her leſſons and precepts, the delight 


of all around him. The amiable quali- 


ties which were wiſhed to form his charac- 


ter, were by her inſtilled into his youth- 


ful mind; and, as his ideas expanded, 


the dawn of future virtues gave the hap- 


pieſt proſpeas to the people of a great 


Empire, 
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Empire, over which he was one day to 


rule. 


The Empreſs Machi, from what has 
already been ſaid of her diſpoſition, had, 
as may be ſuppoſed, an inclination for 
ſtudy and the improvements of the 
mind: ſhe was extremely fond of read- 
ing the works of their learned men, by 
which ſhe not only improved an under- 
ftanding naturally good, but at the ſame 
time confirmed the virtue of her bene- 
volent heart. Equally averſe to all kinds 
of oſtentation and ſhew, ſhe f preſerved 
the ſame modeſt Eimplicity in her dreſs, 
(upon which ſhe beſtowed a very ſmall 
portion of her time) as in her manners, 
; The 


3 


The ladies of her court were ſome time 


before they followed her example in this 
particular; but after ſome time they 
adop:ed it, and found, that ſimplicity in 
dreſs, ſo far from diminiſhing the charms 


of beauty, renders it ſtill more attrac- 


Machi preſerved to the end of her 
life the ſame moderation and humility; 
and her adopted ſon, when he became 
Emperor, ſhewed her all the reſpect and 
affection that her own | ſon could have 


done. 


He was ſenſible, that excepting giving 


birth to him, he owed her every thing. 
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— 


She had cultivated his mind, and formed 
his heart to the practice of virtue by 
her care and inſtructions; and what was 


ſtill more forcible, by her own example. 


In the wiſh to pay ſome public teſti- 
mony of his affection and gratitude, he de- 
termined to raiſe her brothers to the rank 
of Princes; but, as this dignity in China 
was uſually beſtowed as the reward of diſ- 
tinguiſhed ſervices, or ſuperior talents 
and learning, the Empreſs begged theſe 
honours might not be conferred on her 
tamily, as they had no claims to the diſ- 
tinction. The Emperor, finding he could 
not obtain her conſent, reſolved upon 
conferring the honor vithout it, and ac- 


* cordingly 
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cordingly created them Princes of the 


Empire. 


It is related, that when Machi was in- 
formed of what the Emperor had done, 
ſhe expreſſed the greateſt concern, and 
ſaid to her friends“ I have always en- 
« deavoured, by my conduct, to avoid 
« what might be conſidered as deviating 
« from my principle and profeſſion. I have 
« hitherto ſhewn myſelf unmindful of ho- 
« nours and the pomp of dignities. The 
.** unmerited elevation of my brothers, 
therefore, deſtroys the hope I have in- 
„ dulged, and renders me, perhaps, at the 
« cloſe of life, an object of envy rather than 
« of eſteem and love, of which I am only 
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« 2mbitious. I ſhall now deſcend to the 


„ grave with forrow.”” 


Machi is ſaid to have lived only a few 
months after this event took place, and 
died venerated and regretted by the whole 


Empire. 
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YU-OUEN-TAIL 


The wiſdom and experience of the aged 


Are treaſures of knowledge for the young. 


Tus Eattern people, and none more 


than the Chineſe, have always been diſtin- 


guiſhed for their reſpe& and veneration to 
the aged, as well as ſhewing the greateſt 
deference to their councils and opinions, 
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their Princes, conſidering it as a duty 
to give the example of this conduct to 


their ſubjetts. 


 Yu-Ouen- Tai, Sovereign of Tcheon, 
eſtabliſhed, during his reign, ſpacious and 


commodious houſes, for the reception of 


the aged, where they were maintained in 
comfort, and treated with the utmoſt re- 


ſpect and kindneſs. 


In this peaceful retreat, the Prince, 
at certain periods, viſited them himſelf, 
and, on which occaſion, the following ce- 
remony was always obſerved :—As ſoon 


as he arrived at the great hall of the prin- 


cipal houſe, he ſent notice to this aſſem- 


bly 
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bly of Sages of his arrival, with an invis 


tation to meet him in the hall. The 


Prince, advancing towards them, as ſoon 


as they appeared, cuſhions were placed at 


the upper end of the room, and the ve- 


nerable aſſembly, preceded by the eldeſt 


among them, was received by their Sove- 


reign, who ſeated them in the place of 


honour, and himſelf remained ſtand- 


ing. 


The officer of the Prinee's houſehold 
then placed tables before them, and a 
ſumptuous repaſt was ſerved up; the 
Prince, the whole time, officiating as one 
of the attendants. Wine was aſterwards 
brought in golden cups, which Yu- 

ES . Ouen- 
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Duen-Tai himſelf preſented, on a bended \ 


knee, to each of thele ſages. 


When the repaſt was over, he ordered 


the officers and attendants to retire, and 
addreſſing the venerable aſſembly, entreat- 
ed that they would give him their advice, 
and preſcribe thoſe rules of conduct as 
would be moſt likely to enſure the wel- 
fare and happineſs of his people ; and, at 
the ſame time, to point out the errors 
they thought he might have been guilty 
of. 


It is added, likewiſe, that upon all oc- 
caſions of importance, he conſulted theſe 


aged people, and received their opinions 
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and advice as ſo many oracles of wil- 
dom, rendered valuable by the experience 


of a long life, diſtinguiſhed by the prac- 


| tice of virtue. 


The ancient Chineſe were not leſs re- 


markable for their veneration to the in- 


ſtructors of their youth. 


It is related of their Emperor, Ouen- 
Kong, that whenever he paſſed the apart= 
ment of his Governor, he always bowed. 
This ſingularity being noticed one day by 
a friend who accompanied the young 
Emperor, he thus expreſſed himſelf: — 


« It is an homage which I render to a man 


great by his own merit. J am as yet 
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o 


« ſo only from the riches and power 1 


c poſſeſs. But what do I not owe to 


* that perſon who has taught me the 


« means of raifing myſelf to him, by 
« which I may acquire that true greatneſs 
« which is to be found only in the prac- 


te tice of virtue?“ 


So great was the veneration entertain- 


ed for learning and virtue in this coun- 


try, that it gave claim to nobility and 


every pre-eminence ; and, to be virtuous 


and learned in China, was to be great, — 


Theſe principles, inculcated by the writings 


of the moſt diſtinguiſhed men, and among 


whom were ſeveral of the Emperors, were 


_ generally enforced, by the example of | an 


unble- 
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unblemiſhed life and conduct; and the 


moral precepts with which they abound, are 


inferior to none, either of the ancient or 
moderns. A few of theſe, in the form 
of ſentences or illuſtrations, we - ſhall 
here ſele&, that are applicable to our 


ſubje&, and which may not be ſo gene- 


rally known. 


Upon the ſubje& of obedience in 


children, one of their philoſophers * 


ſpeaks as follows : 


« When once a child is accuſtomed to. 


55 be obedient to his parents, he is ſel- 
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dom diſobedient to the rulers of his 
* country, or likely to diſturb the order of 


« the State, by irregular conduct. Does he 


love the wile and aged? Does he reſpect 


« and venerate the authors of his birth? 


Is he ready to immolate himfelf for 


« his Prince and country? Is he faithful 
« to the duties of friendſhip? Is truth 
« the guide of his lips, and integrity. of 


© his aQtions? If he is obſervant of theſe 


duties, he poſſeſſes the beſt of know- 


* ledge, and is truly learned.” 


READING. 


The ſame writer, when ſpeaking of 


reading, ſays :—© When I read a good 


* book for the firſt time, it gives me the 


«© ſame_ 
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<« ſame pleaſure as if I was to meet with 
« a new friend; and, when I read over 
te the book I have before ſeen, it is an old 


« friend I meet again.“ 


EMULATION. 


„ Thoſe great and illuſtrious perſons 


« who have preceded me, and who have 


been, from their virtues or talents, the 
« admiration of former ages, were, never-. 
« theleſs, but mortal men, Why, then, 
« ſhould I not imitate them, and become 
their equal? Why conſider the glory 
ce they enjoyed, with fearful timidity, 
« when I can attain to them by the prac- 


« tice of goodneſs and virtue?“ 


THE 
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THE FORCE OF EXAMPLEs 


e The artiſt who would make a perfect 
« circle, employs a compaſs; and the 
© man who wiſhes to be well acquaint- 
« ed with his duties, muſt ſtudy the pre- 
«cepts and examples of the wiſe and 


te good.“ 


— 


APPLICATION. 


— 


« We cannot, without ſome degree of 
« ſtudy, learn a ſimple game of amuſe- 
« ment. How then can we expect to 
* acquire knowledge and wiſdom, with- 


« out applying our minds to it ?” 


PRIDE. 
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PRIDE. 


“ Thoſe who are vain of any worldly 


advantages, may be reſembled to the 


„child which is ſeated proudly upon a 


te hillock of ſnow, boaſting of his eleva- 
60 tion; - when lo! the ſun breaks forth, 


« the ſnow is melted, and the little one 


* finks to the ground, and in a ſhort 


« ſpace of time is deprived of what cauſed 


« him ſo much joy and exultation.” 


SUPERFLUOUS WEALTH. 


* A Chineſe, who had made a great 
« collection of jewels and precious ſtones, 
« was exhibiting them one day to a friend, 


ce who, after he had viewed them, made bis 
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« acknowledgements, as if theſe treaſures 
* had been given to him. © But why do 
« you thank me thus', replied the owner, 
« «for truly I do not give them to you”. 
6 know it”, replied the other; but do 1 
« not look at them, and this is all you 
can do. You have no other good from 


« theſe jewels than myſelf, except the 


c trouble and anxiety which attends the 


« keeping of them.“ 


COMPASSION. x 


« The Governor of a province in China, 


© who, inſtead of enriching himſelf, had be- 


come poor, through his liberality and be- 
« nevolence, was leaving his government to 
his ſucceſſor, and returning home. Upon 


the 
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« the road, he ſaw lying the remains of 
« a poor man lately dead, deſtitute of the 
*© means of interment. | The compaſſionate 
© Governor coals not paſs by ſuch a 
« ſpeQtacle ; he ſtopped, and taking the 
« heſt of his clothes, which was all the 
« valuables he had with him, ordered 
ce them to be ſold, with the horſe that 
© drew his litter, to defray the expences 
of the funeral. He then purſued his 
ce journey, but the following day other 
« objefts preſented, which required im- 
« mediate affiſtance. Having nothing left 
© now but the ox, which he had put to 
« his litter inſtead of the horſe, he deter- 
% mined to ſell that alſo, and purſue his 
* way on foot, by which means the reich- 
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« ed family received a momentary ſuc- 
e cour., Some of the Governor's friends 
« afterwards obſerved to him, that he had 
* carried his humanity too far, * You are 
© miſtaken,” he replied, my own heart tells 
* me I was right. It was neceſſary that 
this poor man ſhould be preſerved, 
ce that he might live to maintain his "WF 
* mily, and bring up children for his 
* country; but it was of little conſe- 
* quence, that I ſhould return heme on 
* foot, ſuſtaining a flight inconve- 


t nience,*” ”* 


OKTAY. 
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O&K&TAYF 


Fraternal love and unanimity, 


Are the baſis of peace and ſecurity. 


— def een 


Fae Tartar conqueror of | China, the 
renowned [engiz-Khan, when dying, no- 


minated his eldeſt ſon Oktay as his ſuc- 


ceſſor, and the head of all; dividing 
iq his extenſive conquered dominions, among 


his other ſons, Jagatay, Tuli, &c. 


3 | : 
i | When delivering his laſt injunQtion to 
N FyY his 
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his numerous family, he recommended to 
them, above all things, unanimity, which 


he ſaid, could alone preſerve to them the 


great Empire he had left. The wiſhes of 


Jengiz-Khan, in this point, appears to 
have been fully gratified, by the dutiful 


and amiable conduct of his ſons. 


8 

Oktay being at a diſtance from the ſeat 
of Government, when his father died, 
Tuli, his brother, took upon himſelf the 
Regency, as expreſſed in the will of 
Jengiz-Khan, and which he held near 
two years, before the general meeting of 


the Moguls could take place. During this 


period, the unanimity of theſe Princes, 


and their -great deference to every ar- 


ticle 


* 
_— 
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ticle enjoined to them, by the will of 


their father, make their characters appear 
in the moſt amiable light; and which, 
conſidering the country that gave them 
birth, with the education it is ſuppoſed 
they might receive, as Tartars, Princes 
whoſe chief buſineſs was war and rapine, 
renders the circumſtance more worthy of 


remark. 


It is related, that prior to the general 


meetings being convened, Oktay, fearful 


of not poſſeſſing abilities equal to the 


high taſk impoſod upon him, preſſed his 
brother Jagatay, who was better quali- 


fied, from his knowledge and experience 


in the civil government, having been 


F g left 
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left Regent, during the abſence of his 
father, Jengiz-Khan, when purſuing his 
conqueſts ; but to this propoſal Jagatay | 
would not liſten, as ſuch was not the 
will of their father; and while others, 
-even in civilized ſtates, were contending 
for power, and deſtroying their country and 
family to obtain it, the ſons of a Tartar 
and a Barbarian, ſeemed only anxious 
to avoid the pre-eminence offered, as 
fearing he might not be the moſt worthy 


of enjoying it. 


When the general aſſembly of the Mo- 
guls was held, and the will of Jengiz- 
Khan read, it was declared, that Oktay 
ſhould aſcend the Throne of the Tar 


tars, 
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tars, and he was accordingly, pro- 


claimed Emperor and Great Khan, 


which rendered him Lord Paramount of 


all. 


The ſovereignty of Great Buckaria, 
with other provinces, were bequeathed to 
Jagatay ; and Kora-San, Perſia- Proper, 
and others of the Eaſtern conquered coun- 
tries, were allotted to Tuli; but all the 
countries Weſtward, taken from the Chi- 
neſe, were under the government of Ok- 


tay, as the Emperor and Great Khan. 


This Prince, who is ſaid to have poſ- 
ſeſſed more humanity, and a greater ſhare 
of benevolence than the great conqueror 


F 4 - bis 


& 1 
14 
4 
* 3 
1 
* * 
1 
1 
41 
1 
4g 3 

12 
£24. 
Ws 
4 17 
1 4 
3 


— 


— — 


72 ANECDOTES. 


a 


his father, upon aſſuming the reigns of 
government, appears to have done every 
thing in his power towards civilizing his 
Tartar ſubje&s, and contributing to the 
welfare and happineſs of all. He made 
| choice of Yelu, a Chineſe, of great wiſ- 
dom and integrity, as his miniſter, from 
whoſe councils and, adminiſtration this 
Prince acquired great renown ; ſo that 
the greatneſs of Jengiz-Khan, ſurvived in 
his ſon Oktay, but in a much more amia- 
ble light. His rin made him beloved 
by all, and the mildneſs of his govern- 
ment brought diſtant people to court his 


protection, and acknowledge his power. 


In the year 1235, this Prince improved, 


Or 
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or rather built the city of Karakoram, the 
capital of Tartary, before which time it 
was merely a colleQion of ſcattered huts 
and tents. It now became a fortified 
city, and was adorned with many noble 
houſes, and a Palace, for kia: own reſi- 
dence, on which occaſion the beſt artiſts 
were ſent for from China, and employed ; 
and when the city was built, the Emperor 
invited the inhabitants of the different 
conquered countries to come and ſettle 
there, for the improvement of his Tartar 
ſubjects, who would, by this means, ac- 
quire a knowledge of the different arts, 
of which they were wholly ignorant, and 
accuſtomed them to habits of induſtry and 


Civilization. 
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The great miniſter who direfted theſe 
meaſures Was the virtuous Velu, who, 
though a Chineſe, appears to have been 
much attached to Oktay, and who had 
the afflition to ſee this Prince overcome 
at the cloſe of his life, by his intempe- 
rance in drinking, to which the Tartars 
were much addicted, and by which the 
glory of this Prince was ſo greatly ob- 


ſcured toward the latter part of his reign. 
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The Prince who civilizes and enlightens a barbarous 
/ People, is more worthy of renown, 
Than all the ſplendid acts which 


The ſword of the Conqueror can obtain. 


AMONG the Tartar Princes who 
reigned in China, none is more deſerv- 
edly celebrated than Kublay, grand- ſon 
7, | of 
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of Jengiz-Khan, who, becoming enlight- 
ened from his reſidence among the Chi- 
neſe, joined to the natural qualities he 
poſſeſſed, rendered him not only an en- 
lightened and beneficent Sovereign of his 
Tartar ſubjects, but the admiration even 


of the Chineſe themſelves. 


This Prince is ſaid to have divided his 
time equally between both kingdoms; 
reſiding one part of the year at Pekin, 
and the other at Long-Kang, the new 
capital of Tartary. : 

Though Kublay might be conſidered as 
an abſolute Prince in China, where he 
reigned by right of conqueſt alone; yet 

he 
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he adopted the Government, as well as 


learning of the Chineſe. 


He ſent commiſſaries through all parts 
of his Empire to ſearch for men of learn- 
ing, whom he ordered to repair to his 
court, where he himſelf publicly exa- 
mined them upon the Chineſe doftrine 
and principles of Government. This 
condutt created both the admiration and 
affection of the Chineſe people, who 
could not behold, without 5 degree of aſto- 
niſhment, a foreigner inſtructed in their 
ſciences. But this Prince did not confine 
his knowledge and love of the arts to mere 
ſpeculation, for he carried it further than 
any, other, not excepting the Cailiffs of 

2 Bagdad; 
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Bagdad; and the welfare and proſperity | 
of his ſubjetts, was the principal and ſole 


end to which he directed all his views, 


and which renders the civil part of his 


reign, a period, on which the philan- 


throphiſt muſt dwell with pleaſure. 


The learned men which he drew to 
his capitals, were not confined to colleges, 
but nominated to prefide as Magiſtrates 


and Governors over the people. 


He appointed commiſſaries and colleges 
nobly endowed, to be eretted at Pekin, 
for the ſtudy of the mathematics, and 
thoſe ſciences that might be uſeful to ſo- 


ciety; and gave a particular attention to 


the 


Po 2 
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the cultivation of filk, one of the great 
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articles of the Chineſe manufactures. 


— 5 4 ACT on Ez 
. ͤ „c 


r- . 


He filled his Empire with canals and 
communications, both by water and land, 
for the convenience of commerce; and 
thoſe of ſo bold a conſtruQtion, that they 
created admiration and amazement, and 
compared to which, every thing of the 
kind in Europe, appears as little and 
trifling. - 

So expanded were the ideas of this 


Tartar Prince, that obſerving the Chineſe, 
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dom, to have the foible of holding in con- 


tempt every other nation, and all learn- 
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ing except their own, he ſought by 
every means to correct this conceit and 
imperfection in their character. In this 
view he ſent miſſionaries into all the ac- 
ceſſible ports of the Eaſt, for engaging 
able men, of every profeſſion, to reſort 
to his dominions; as likewiſe mechanics 
of all kinds, He employed ſkilful geo- 
graphers and aſtronomers, to ſettle the la- 
titudes of the chief cities, in both his 


Tartar and Chineſe dominions. 


In this reign too, learning was drawn 
from the ruins of antiquity; and all the 
uſeful and even curious works were 
bought up; and tranſlated into the Mogul 


language ; 
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language; and hiſtorians were employed 
to write the lives of this Prince's prede- 
ceſſors, in the Mogul Empire, as he con- | 
ſidered hiſtory as the mirror of paſt times, 
4 which offered not only examples of 


virtue, but incentives to it. 


This Prince made ſeveral improve- 
ments in the 1 of printing likewiſe, which 
though known for above a thouſand years 
before this period, in China, was ſtill in a 


very imperfect ſtate “. 


The 


— 


* It is admitted, that Europeans received from tra- 
vellers the firſt hints of the art of printing, which had 
ſubſiſted among the Chineſe, though in a rude ſtate, 
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The art of ſhip building was even at- 
tended to, and encouraged by Kublay ; 
and he made the moſt liberal offers to of- 
ficers, both in the ſea and land ſervice. 


In a word, whatever could contribute to 


for many centuries. It cannot, however, be denied, 
that the Europeans improved and rendered this art of 


general utility ; whereas, among the Chineſe, it was 


confined to their claffical books, They cut their cha- 


racters, and thoſe being alone. could not be execu- 
ted by fuſil or ſingle types, but upon blocks of hard 
wood ; and which, being | done over with ink, they 
impreſſed upon the paper with their hands, without 
uſing any preſs, as in Europe. Thus, every book had 
a ſet of immoveable types, which could ſerve for no 
others, and wicch was the manner too of printing 


at firſt practiſed in Europe. 
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the improvement or good of his ſubjeQs, 


vas the great object of this Prince's life. 


His extenſive Empire was | likewiſe 
embelliſhed with noble and magnificent 
ſtructures of every kind; and ſuch was 
the flouriſhing ſtate of the arts aud ſci- 
"ences, during this reign, that it was 
termed the Auguſtin age of the Mo- 
guls. , | 


Kublay was. not without a reward for 
theſe noble purſuits. The fame of his 
wiſdom, and the encouragement he ſhewed 
to merit and genius, reached even diſtant 

| kingdoms, and obtained him univerſal eſ- 


teem and admiration. © —_ 1 
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Commerce was ſo much encouraged 
by this Prince, that a great and extenſive 
foreign trade was carried on during his 
reign. 

From theſe various and noble acts per- 
formed by Kublay for the benefit of his 
ſubjeQs in general, it is not ſurpriſing 
that the Chineſe ſhould have ſhewed them- 
ſelves much attached to this Prince, and 
that he obtained from them the ſacred ap- 


pellation of the Father of his People. 


— 


We are ſorry to add, in ſumming up 
the character of a Prince who poſſeſſed 
ſo many great qualities, that he was ſtrong- 


ly 
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1 addidted to the idolatrous worſhip of 


Fo *, ſo prevailing among the Tartars; 


and that, toward the cloſe of his life, the 


influence of the Lamas was ſuch, as to 
occaſion ſeveral abuſes in the Govern- 


ment, 


In the different wars carried on by this 
Prince, he was generally ſucceſsful ; and, 


under his arms, a total conqueſt was made 


* 'The worſhip of Fo was the geyeral religion of 
| the Tartars, and conſiſted of the groſſeſt 1 
The great Lama of Thibet was adored as a divinity; 
and even to this day the ſame ignorance and idolatry 
ſubſiſts in many parts of Tartary, where theſe Hofas, 
or living Gods, are to be ſeen among them. 
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of the Song Emperor and all his domi- 
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nions. Upon the concluſion of this war 


with the Song, the Emperor, who was a 


child, was taken priſoner, with his mo- 
ther and family, and ordered to be con- 


veyed to the court of the Tartar Prince. 


All che treaſures of che captive Song, 
even to the furniture of the Imperial 
Palace, were likewiſe taken to Pekin, 
where Kublay then held his court. 


It is related, that the young Emperor 
and his mother were received with the ut- 


moſt kindneſs. by the wife of Kublay, 


who, upon ſeeing the unfortunate cap- 


tives 
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tives approach with the ſpoils of their 
conquered country, made the following 
remark, worthy of being recorded. Ad- 
dreſſing herſelf to her huſband, * See,” 
ſaid ſhe, © the fate of a great Sovereign, 


and remember that Dynaſtys are not 


c eternal. Let the viciſſitudes of fortune 


A in this family ſhew you, Kublay, what 


05 may one day befall your own !” 


This event, did not, however, take 
place during the life of Kublay; nor did 
any revolution of importance happen 
throughout his long reign, which was the 
moſt glorious of any that occurs among 
the Tartar Princes. He died in Ja- 
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nuary, 1294, in the eightieth year of his 
age, 


— 


— 


This Prince was ſucceeded by his ſon 
Timur; and, from this period the Chineſe | 
ranked the Mogul — among their 
Sovereigns, till the reign of Towhan, in 
the year 1368, when he was expelled the 
Throne by the famous Chu, whoſe 
character, with the leading events of 
that revolution, furniſh the ſubject of 


the ſucceeding Anecdote. 


CHU, 
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CHU, EMPEROR OF CHINA. 


'There is no ſituation or ſtate, that 

Does not ſometimes afford examples of the 
Greateſt virtues, as well as the mal ſtriking talents: 
And the man thus. gifted by nature, though 


Deſtitute of worldly advantages, may become the 


Td EN Oy : 


Benefactor or deliverer of his country. 


— 
I 


Previous to the character of this E 


ſingular perſonage, who, from the hum- 
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great Empire, we will take a retroſ- 


pet of the ſtate of the Chineſe na- 


tion, from that period when the victo- 
rious arms of Jengiz-Khan became its 
conqueror, in the beginning of the twelfth 


century. The Chineſe are, at this time, 


repreſented as a people, who, from their 


induſtry and love of ſcience and the 


arts, as well as the purity. of their lives 


and morals, were to be diſtinguiſhed from 


other nations; but this ſuperiority of 
knowledge, and the practice of all their 
virtues, could not preſerve them.from the 


ſword of a barbarian. | 


So totally had the Chineſe diſuſed 
themſelves to military diſcipline at this 


period, 


period, that the Moguls met little oppo- 


5 A A 4 


ſition in their progreſs through this ex- 
tenſive and very populous. Empire, and 
the ſlaughter committed by Jengiz- Khan, 
| upon his entering Pekin and other capi- 


tal places, was ſuch, that his army was ſaid 
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to be weary of killing. It appears, how- 
ever, that among ſome of the Chineſe, 
deſpair wi laſt ſupplied the art of war; ex- 
amples of which were ſeen in many of 
the inhabitants of the Song Empire, who 
braved the power of this conqueror and 
his deſcendants, and who rather than ſub- 
mit, or even accept their favour, prefer- 
red a voluntary death, that they might not 


ſurvive 


ET CRE a nap ow res 


4 
fl 
* 
bh 
* 
1" 
4 
. 
* 
.»* 
= 
t! 
int 
Bal 
U 4 1 „ 
1 
I 


} 
N 
1 F 
Te 
an 
1 5 
7 \ 
is 
4 1 
k 
Ku 
i 
$ 
fi 
* 
Ir 
1 o 
1 
i 
«of 
Us 
Pl 
"43 
0 
. 
by 
+ 
oft 
N 
4 
1 
x 
7 
105 
F 
} 


| a ERA EE SEEN or nan : 
Lou — wa r e * — — — 1 


92 AN EC DOT Es. 


ſurvive the deſtruction of their Sovereign 


and country. ON 


After the death of Jengiz-Khan, the 
further conqueſt of China was purſued 
by his ſons, Oktay and Kublay, with 
great vigour, but with leſs cruelty, as 
the Tartars then, from their intercourſe 
with the Chineſe, became more civilized; 
and theſe Princes, poſſeſſing. the milder 


virtues in a more eminent degree than 


the great conqueror from whom they 


ſprang, endeavoured by every means to 
gain the affeCtions of their conquered 
ſubjeds. ; 


They 


ANECDOTES. 93 


They likewiſe WER choice of men of 
virtue and talents from among the Chi- 
neſe, for their miniſters, by. whom they 
were wholly diretted, and thus ſecured the 
conqueſt which violence and cruelty at 
firſt obtained; ſo that the deſcendants of 
Jangiz-Khan might be ſaid to have main- 
tained their Empire in China, as long as 
they purſued che paths of virtue and 
wiſdom; and which they loſt, when they 
degenerated from this. condu@t, and be- 
came the votaries of a groſs idolatry, un- 
der the power of the Lamas. The wor- 


ſhip of Fo was, as we have already ob- 


— 


ſerved, the reigning religion among the 


Tartars; and was ſo extremely obnoxious 


to 
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to the higher claſſes of the Chineſe, that, 
under the reign of Ayuli, when the coun- 


try was afflicted with a great peſtilence 


and famine, the Chineſe declared, that 


theſe public calamities were judgments 
from Heaven, for tolerating the worſhip 
of Fo, which was daily increaſing among 
them ; but theſe repreſentations and diſ- 
contents were not attended to, nor the 
power of the Lamas diminiſhed; for, in 


the ſucceeding reign, we find, that a mag- 


nificent temple was erefted, by order of 


the Emperor, at a ſhort diſtance from 
Pekin, in honour of Fo; upon which OC= 
caſion the cenſors of the Empire had the 
reſolution to appear in A body before 


the 


ANECDOTES. 95 


the Emperor Shotepala, then on the 
Throne, to remonſtrate againſt his erect- 
ing this edifice; but ſo wedded was this 
Prince to his favourite worſhip, that he 
ordered the moſt diſtinguiſhed of the cen- 
ſors to be puniſhed, ſome hh baniſh- 
ment, and others with death. Theſe 
men were afterwards conſidered amongſt 
the Chineſe as ſo many martyrs in the 


cauſe of religion and virtue. 


The diſcontents of the Chineſe then be- 
came daily more manifeſt, and ſeveral con- 
ſpiracies were formed againſt the Govern- 


ment, by a party of diſcontented Lords. 


The remonſtrances made, at this time, 
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by the binaries and principal men of 
the Empire, is well worthy of notice.— 
After ſetting forth the abuſes that pre- 
vailed in the Government, and demand- 
ing juſtice upon all who had been guilty 
of thoſe abuſes, they required that pro- 
per commiſſioners ſhould be appointed, 
to enquire into the grievances of the 
people ; that the Pearl-fiſhing, near the 
Canton, ſhould be aboliſhed, on account 
of the number of lives it coſt, and which 
was only produQtive of luxury, and its 
pernicious effects. They condemned, in 
the ſtrongeſt terms, the conduct of the 
court, and concluded, by reminding the 
Emperor, with the great principle of the 
Chineſe Government, which enjoined him 


to 


-_ 
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to govern his people in the ſame manner 


that a good father does his children. 


As che Mogul Emperors had been able 
to maintain their dominion in China only 
by their great attention to the laws, cuſ- 
toms, and eſtabliſhed principles of the con- 
Ritation ; and when this attention declined, 
they loſt their power, and with it the Throne 
of China. This period was now viſibly 
approaching. The Mandarins in vain op- 
poſed and remonſtrated, and under the 
reign of Towhan, in the fourteenth centu- 
ry, a ſyſtem of Government, directly the 
reverſe of that of the Chineſe, took place, 
which, added to the injuſtice and miſcon- 
duct of this Prince, brought on a gene- 
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ral revolution. Added to theſe diſorders 
in the Government, the Chineſe had (til 


further calamities to endure; for, in the 


year 1342, ſo dreadful a famine reigned 


in China, as reduced the people to the 


dreadful extremity of eating human fleſh, 


Several rebellions, in different parts of | 
the Empire, now broke e iel the 
Mogul troops in vain attempted to ſup- 
preſs. One of theſe rebel parties was 
headed by Tſuchewhey, who declared 
himſelf Emperor of China, and was ſuc- 
ceſsful in ſeveral attacks which he made 
againſt different places, which he took ; 


but this man was not the only one who 


boldly uſurped theſe pretenſions: there 


Was 
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was ſcarcely a province which had not its 


different factions and pretenders; and 
ſcenes of rapine and confuſion were now 
ſpread over the face of the whole coun- 


try. The Emperor Towhan was then 


prevailed upon to -ſummon a council of 


his great officers and grandees of his 


court, to deliberate upon the ſtate of the 


Empire. After ſeveral meaſures had been 


propoſed and debated, a Mandarin had 


the courage to tell the Emperor, that 


all theſe plans would be fruitleſs, unleſs 


he began a reformation in his own Court 


and Government, in both which a total 


degeneracy prevailed. 


Such was the general ſtate of China, 
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when the virtuous exertions and abilities 
of a ſimple individual, was able to effect 
the deliverance of his country from the 

| yoke of a profligate and corrupted Court, 


and the no leſs alarming evil of anarchy 


and rebellion, 


Chu, for ſo this individual was named, 
was born and bred in the humbleſt ſtation. 


Before be commenced ſoldier, he is ſaid 


to have been in a menial capacity in a 


convent of Bonzas; upon leaving of 
which, he entered the army, where he 


continued for ſome time, in a fituation 


ber to ain or attract notice; 


and during which period, little is known 


concerning him. From the figure which 


he 


EEG 
C 


he afterwards made, it is, however, pre- 
ſumable he was not unmindful of the great 
deſigns he had in view ; but that he was 
forming his mind, as well as manners, to 
the charaQer given of him, which as a 
General and Stateſman, as well as the 
man of truly virtuous principles, was in- 
ferior to none. His character, as repre- 


ſented in hiſtory, is nearly as follows: ö 


To the greateſt perſonal | bravery he 
united an elevation of thought and a 
politeneſs of annere that would have 
adorned the higheſt birth; and his quali- 
fications, both as a General and a Politi- 
cian, were ſecond to none-of his age: 
but what above all ought to diſtin- 
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guiſh this great man, was the pureſt mo- 
rals, and the moſt unſhaken probity ; and 
theſe virtues, even in the early part of 
his life, and in his humble ſtate, acquired 


him many friends and protectors. 


dem de r mount of bis be 
coming a public character, avowed the 
intention of delivering his country from 
the uſurpation of the Moguls and the 
oppreſſion of a wicked and degenerate 


Court; but he diſdained the means by 


which other pretenders obtained power, 


and would aſſociate with none but "thoſe 
who, like himſelf had the view, and that 
only of attempting the deliverance of their 


country. 


His 
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His firſt appearance as a General, was 
at Hau, a city of Kyangran, where he 
formed his party, and named his officers; 
after which he proceeded againſt the cities 
of Tachew and Hochew, which he took; 
and, in all his proceedings gave the moſt 
convincing proofs of his ſincerity, con- 


formable to the profeſſion he ſet out with, 


The Chineſe, who were attached to 
their ancient conſtitution and religion, 
now believed that Heaven had fent them 
the deliverer they had ſo long wiſhed for, 
and flocked to him in ſuch numbers, that 
Chu was ſoon enabled io paſs the great 
river Kyang, with one thouſand veſſels; 
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march to Nankin, which he made him- 
ſelf maſter of in a ſhort time, and en- 


tered in triumph. 


The diſtractions which prevailed 


' throughout China, contributed, no doubt, 


to the prompt ſucceſs which now 
crowned every undertaking. of Chu and 


his army. 


L In ſome parts of the Empire there were 
open rebellions, and in others, diſſen- 
tions, with different parties and preten- 
ders; but all were acting the part of rob- 


bers and plunderers, in the places they re- 


duced; whilſt Chu ſhewed himſelf the 


guardian and deliverer of the people 


> 164938 Ry wherever 
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4 wherever his arms prevailed. About this 
time too, che people of the Song Empire, 
who had always been inimical to the Mo- 

gul Government, took up arms, and : 
made a -formidable progreſs /againſt the 
Moguls, and penetrated even to the neigh- 
bourhood of Pekin; it is true, they re- 


ceived many checks from the Tartar Ge- 
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| nerals, but the Emperor's party was weak- 
ened in proportion; all which ſerved to 
promote the objects which Chu had in 
view, who ſtill continued to act as the 


deliverer of his country, 


The Emperor Towhan vas maſter of an 
immenſe army, and had many brave and 
_ loyal officers, but they were badly com- 


manded; 
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manded ; and there was no unanimity 


either in the field or cabinet. 


The wiſdom and prudence of Chu was 
ſuch, that he ſuffered no opportunity to 
paſs, which might afford any advantage in 
the cauſe he had undertaken. He de- 
clared himſelf equally the oppoſer of the 
different parties, and the pretenders who 


headed them, as againſt the Moguls. 


Among theſe pretenders, who all aim- 
ed at the Sovereign Power, the moſt for- 
midable was now Yew Lyang, on account 
of his valour, his riches, and numerous 
forces; and Chu, before he proceeded 
further, reſolved to ſubdue him. A ge- 


—— neral 
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neral engagement took place between theſe _ 


two Generals, which continued for ſeve- 


ral days, both by ſea and land, Chu hav- 
ing a numerous fleet, with an army of two 
hundred thouſand men, who finally de- 
feated and killed Yew Lyang, upon which 
the remaining troops ſubmitted to Chu 


and his victorious army. 


This General was now without any 
formidable opponent in the field ; and the 
diviſions that were daily increaſing at the 
Court of Towhan, as well as in bis ar- 


- 


mies, were all in favour of Chu, and 


opening the path that would finally lead 


him to the Throne of China. 


In 
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In the beginning of the year 1364, we 
accordingly find, that his chief officers 
propoſed that he ſhould take upon bim the 
title of Emperor. This, however, was 
declined, not thinking events were yet in 
a train for his aſſuming this dignity ; but 
at laſt he conſented to accept that of 
King of U 


nimouſly recognized by his followers, he 


In this quality, being una- 


appointed his grand officers; and, in a 
general aſſembly of them, he confirmed 
all his former profeſſions for the good of 
his country; the only motive, he ſaid, that 
had directed his whole conduct, and which 
prevailed on him now to accept the dig- 


nity offere. 


Soon 


3 109 
Soon after this, the provinces of 
Kyenſi and Huguany, were conquered by 
his troops; and the Chineſe, regardleſs 
of the obſcurity of his birth, ſubmitted 
to the ſuperiority of his genius, and the 


pre-eminence of his virtues. 


Chu now continued to add new victo- 
ries to thoſe already obtained, and took 
the fineſt provinces of the Empire. He 
ſaw too the weakneſs and diſſentions of 
the Mogul Government daily increaſing, 
and availed himſelf of it. He had im- 
menſe armies now devoted to him, and 
he gained the affeQions of the people he 
had ſubdued. He publiſhed manifeſ- 
toes thoughout China, promiſing to reſtore 
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110 ANECDOTES, 


the morality, | religion, and virtuous 


-] principles of the Chinele ; all which he 


faid had been groſsly violated by tyrants 
and barbarians, For this purpoſe he, ap- 
plied himſelf *clofp]y to the ſtudy of the 


Chineſe Governtatht,, their laws\and ſci- 


| ences, and which he ſhortly after eſta- 


bliſhed in all their former purity. At laſt, 
ſurmounting all oppoſition, he was ſolemn- 
ly inaugurated Emperor of China, in 
Nanken; when be, at the ſame time, ſet- 
tled the ſucceſſion upon his ſon. 

ps * 2 
wh he year 1368 is accounted the firſt of 


Chu's reign ; and from that time, he per- 


formed all the acts of Imperial dignity, 


both civil and religious, Still, however, 


= e 
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the Tartar Prince Towhan, was in, polle[- 
fion of Pekin, the capital of the Empire, 
which it was neceſſary he ſhould relin- 
quiſh, and be wholly expelled China :— 
with this view, Chu made himſelf maſter 
of all the important poſts and paſſes 
leading to the capital, and defeated. 
the different armies ſent to oppoſe 


him. 


Towhan, now finding his fate inevita- 
ble, took the reſolution of retiring into 
Tartary, which he accordingly put in ex- 
ecution, leaving Chu in undiſturbed pel- 


ſeſſion of the whole Empire. 
The Emperor Chu now took the name 


of 
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of Hongvu, and reigned over China as 


a beneficent and virtuous Sovereign, 


ſtrictly adhering to the principles of the 


3 


Chineſe Government. This Emperor, as“ 


the firſt of his family, was the founder of a 


— te — — — — — — OE 


new Dynaſty, and which continued up- 


n 


wards of two hundred years in China, till 
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ADDRESS 


OF THB 


EMPEROR YOUNG-TCHING* 


10 


THE NOBLES OF THE MACHEN TARTARS. 


'T'ms Emperor was ſon of the cele- 
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Theſe addreſſes, or moral diſcourſes of this Em- 
peror, were tranſlated into French, from the Tartar 
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, 


vernment, and the fifth of the reigning | 
Dynaſty of the Manchew Tartars, who 
became maſters of China in the middle 


of the laſt century. 


Voung-Tching inherited the virtues and 
talents of his father; he was generous, 
aQtive, and equitable. He redreſſed the 
poor, encouraged agriculture, and had the 
laws ſtrictly obſerved by all ranks in his 
Empire. The protettor and friend of his 
ſubjects, he made no diſtinQion among 


them, and would not allow the Tartars to 


language, by M. Leontief, and are but little known. 


They are here given only in part, and in an abridged 
ſtate. | 


aſſume 
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aſſume any ſuperiority over the nation they 
had conquered. 

It was on this occaſion, when the Tar- 
tar Nobles requeſted the Emperor to grant 


them privileges and prerogatives over the 


Chineſe, that he addreſſed the following 


diſcourſe to them. 


«6 You wiſh to be diſtinguiſhed from the 
« Chineſe, by my granting you excluſive 
privileges; are you then ignorant, that 
e the ſame Power has created alike the 
« Chineſe and the Tartars ; that all are 
equal in his eyes, and from their vir- 


* tues only can obtain preference and diſ- 


« tinftion. You wiſh, perhaps, that, in 
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« the diſtribution of places, I ſhould con- 
« fider only the origin of the perſons pro- 


e poſed, without conſidering either their 


« abilities or merit; and that it would be 


* ſufficient to know whether they were 
„ Chineſe or Tartars, ſo that che latter 


only ſhould be . 


« Is it poſſible you can entertain ſuch 


« thoughts, or give ſuch advice ?—I will 


* not believe it; ſince you muſt know, 


that among thoſe of our own country, 
* are many unworthy of the confidence 


* of their Sovereign. 


« My orders are alike to the people of 


* both nations, and particularly to thoſe 


« employed 


ANECDOTES: 117 


tc employed together, that they ſhould 
« conſider each other as brothers, and af- 
« ford mutual aid and aſlidence to one 
© another. Let it be no longer ſaid I 
« am a Tartar ſubjeQ, or I am a Chineſe. 
„Every nation has its character. The 
< poſition of the globe is not always the 
« ſame; every country is diſtinguiſhed 
«by a different climate, which influences 
« the diſpoſition and manners of the peo- 
e ple. Cuſtoms and propenſities are re- 
« marked in one, which are not found in 
© another. The Manchew Tartars are 
« ſkilful in the management of the bow 
* and arrow F and the Chineſe are diſtin- 
cc guiſhed in the art of writing, The peo- 
e ple to the Weſt and North are aftive 
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118 ANECDOTES. 


and lively, while thoſe of the Eaſt and 
« South are intelligent and learned. Na- 


« ture has thus formed them: Who then 


% would preſume to make oppoſition to 


its decrees? But let it be the with of 


« every one who lives under the protec- 


« tion of the ſame Sovereign, to unite 


«their talents and endeavours for the mu- 


© and good ſubje&s, and make the laws 
«of juſtice and truth the rule of their 
conduct, they will live in friendſhip 
« and unanimity with all, without inquir- 
ing the country from whence they 
ſprang, or think that their own people, 
and their cuſtoms and manners, alone 
LE worthy of praiſe and eſteem. 


enn 
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] can here vith truth make the aſſurance, 


« that when I mounted the Throne, and 


« fince that period likewiſe, I have always 


5 conſidered the whole world as one great 


ce family and that I ſhould receive the ſer- 
« yices of all my ſubjects, without diſ- 
« tinction, or making inquiry where they 
« were born. If they are zealous and 
« faithful, and are capable, in any way, 
** of contributing to the general good, it 
« is ſufficient ; the reſt is immaterial to 
« me. I will never make the leaſt diſ- 
te tinttion between my Chineſe ſubjects 
« and thoſe of my own country, Virtue 
and goodneſs ſhall always claim my 
9 confidence and the diſhoneſt man, was 
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he even of my own blood, I would dif- 


_« own and reject him! 


« Live happy—live united together, and 
“give your Willing aid and aſſiſtance, as 
© the feet and hands do to the body of 
man. It is then that the great building 
« will be fixed on a foundation that can- 
6 not be ſhaken, and the peace of its in- 


« habitants not to be diſturbed.” 
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FRAGMENT 


UPON HUNTING. 


— — 


* Fon of the preceding Emperor. 


121 


THE EMPEROR KIEN-LONG*, 


1 Ou anceſtors walked in the paths 
« of virtuous antiquity, and conſidered | 
« hunting in the point of view which it 


© ſhould alone be encouraged. Hunting, 
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« at certain ſeaſons, inſured to the huſ- 
« bandman the productions of the land 
<« he cultivated; and prevented, at the 
« ſame time, the beaſts of prey from be- 
" coming too numerous, and thereby 
“ hurtful to man. In this purſuit, hke- 
* wiſe, which becomes a uſeful amuſe- 
* ment, when taken with moderation, 
« they provided what was neceſſary for the 


©« obſervance of our ſolemn rites and ce- 


© remomies *. 


« But 


The ancient Chineſe oblarved, at each af the four 
ſeaſons, a ceremony relative to Hunting. In the 
ſpring, they choſe the hunters, and fixed upon the 
place where they were to purſue this diverſion. In the 


ſummer, 
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\. «« But let it be ſuppoſed that the chace 
« ever took up that time which ought to 
be otherwiſe employed; or that our 
© wiſer anceſtors purſued at all times this 
ce ſport. Never did they prevent the 
ce uſeful mulberry from ſhooting its ten- 
der leaves, or thoſe whoſe ſupport it 
« was, to gather its fruit. Never did 
* they fail, at proper time, to ſow the 
« grain, which was to bring forth the 
« richeſt harveſt. We did not then fee 


« the lofty wall extended round the 


ſummer, they chaced away the beaſts, to prevent 
their doing miſchief; and in the autumn, was the 
great hunt, to deſtroy the wild beaſts of prey, and 


noxious animals, 
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« Jarge domain, to form a ſpacious park, 
« and occupy a ſpace, which before pro- 
t duced the means of ſubſiſtence for the 


* people.” 


MOHAMMED, 
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1 MOHAMMED, SULTAN OF 
KHOWARZM. 


The viciflitudes of Fortune ire common to all; 
But to the wicked only they are dreadful, 

When purſued by the juſt reproaches of men, 

And the ſtill more poignant ones of a guilty con- 


ſcience. 
AMON the many inſtances of ſig- 
nal retribution in this world, we meet 


with that of Mohammed, one of the 


- Eaſtern 
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Eaſtern Sultans; in whom cruelty, pride, 


and violence, were the leading features 


of his character: and, though poſſe ſſed 


of extenſive dominion, and great riches, 


he was in the courſe of a few years 
brought to ſo wretched a ſtate, that hu- 
manity could but pity his ſufferings in 


the laſt moments of his exiſtence. 


When in the plenitude of his power, 


he received an embaſſy from his contem- 


porary, the renowned Jengiz-Khan, who 


wiſhed to conclude a treaty of commerce 


with Mahommed, for the advantage of 
his Tartar ſubjeas, wholly unacquainted 


as they were with the arts of peace; 


with this view Jengiz-Khan appointed 


ambaſſadors, 


we” 


ambaſſadors, who proceeded to the Sul- 
tan's Ovure with letters from the Tartar 
Conqueror. Being admitted to an au- 
dience, they delivered their credentials, 
when the haughty Sultan expreſſed 
' himſelf much offended that the Khan 
| ſhould ſtile him his ſon; which, he ſaid, 
was intimating a degree of ſuperiority, 


he would not acknowledge. 


The ambaſſador alfuring him that the 
expreſſion vas that of friendſhip and good 
will, he was ſuffered to proceed: he then 
ſet forth the power and extenſive domi- 
nions of the great conqueror; but Ma- 
hommed here interrupted the amballidor, | 
by telling him to remember what was the 


power - 
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power of the Sultan of Khowarzm, and 


the formidable troops he commanded. — 
The treaty was however concluded, and 
leave given for the Moguls to trade in the 


Sultan's dominions, and a number ac- 


cordingly repaired to the chief cities to 


purchaſe commodities. It was on this oc- 
caſion that the perfidious cruelty of Ma- 
hommed was manifeſted, when, in defi- 
ance of the treaty concluded, he ſhortly 


after, upon ſome trivial offence, ordered 


all the Mogul merchants to be put” to 


death, that were found in his dominions ; 


and from which followed the events which 


| brought on his own cataſtrophy ; 


This maſſacre of the Mogul traders was ſo 


:Þ com- 
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complete, that only one eſcaped, who 
carried the news to the Court of the 
great Khan. | | 


- Theſe unprovoked acts of cruelty ſeem 

to have been familiar to the Sultan of 

Khowarzm; and he is ſaid to have put to 

| death not leſs than one hundred Princes, 

who were obſtacles to his ambition, beſide 
thoſe killed in battle. 


_ Fengiz-Khan, upon the firſt informa- 
tion of the conduct of the Sultan, judged 
there muſt be a miſrepreſentation of fats, 
and not wiſhing to come to a rupture 
with him, ſent ths ambaſſadors to the 


Court of Mohammed for further infor- 
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on, but their fate was tlie fame, and 
the tyrant, fo far from giving them any 
fatisfaQion, had them put to inſtant 
death. 


It is faid that Jengiz-Kabn, when in- 
formed of this, and of the truth of the 
former accounts, was fo incenſed, that he 
wept with” rage and indignation, and for 
three days neither eat nor drank, medi- 
tating on the means of revenge *. He 
then reſolved upon the moſt dreadful pre- 
parations for war, declating, that he would 


We are to recolleR that Jengiz-Khan, thongh a 


mi ighty conqueror, and poſſeſſing ſome rs bande 
vas likewiſe a a barbarian, 8 | 


never 
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never ſheath his ſword till he had figna- 
lized his vengeance upon the barbarous 
Sultan; 2 3 key You 


The tributary Princes were then or- 
dered to attend him with their contingen- 
cies of troops in the field; and in a few 
weeks his army was collected, amounting : 
to the immenſe number of eight hundred 
thouſand men, for the ſubſiſtence of which 


he concerted the wiſeſt meaſures. 


But this great conquerar was now going 
upon the moſt arduous, expedition he had 
ever yet undertaken. It was not againſt 
wild undiſciplined Tartars that he was 
now to wage war, nor yet the peaceable 
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and defenceleſs Chineſe ; it was againſt the 
Khowarzmian troops, who were then the 
terror of the Eaſt. He therefore. wiſely 
judged, that a new ſyſtem of military 
diſcipline -would be neceſſary; and which 


he eſtabliſhed, by various regulations, be- 


fore he took the field. Among others, 


he ordained that it ſhould be death for 
any Mogul to retire from before the enemy 


without fighting. 


The lance and javelin were not at that 
time in uſe among the Tartars; but, as 
theſe weapons were employod by the ſol- 
diers of Mohammed, Jengiz-Khan or- 
dered all the officers ſhould wear either 


ſuits of mail, or helmets and breaſt-plates 


2 | . | of 
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of iron or leather; and ſuch of the com- 
mon men, who could provide the like ar- 
mour of defewos; had the ſame inſtrue- 
tions. He likewiſe ordered "TH officers of 


cavalry to caſe their horſes in. armour. 


Mohammed's army amounted to four 
hundred thouſand men, all of them ex- 
perienced, and choice troops, headed by 
himſelf and his ſon,:the brave Jalaloddin, 
a Prince of a very oppoſite diſpoſition 
to his father, and who diſapproved his 
conduct and cruelty, though he ſerved 


under him, 


The place where the two armies met 
was Karaku, and the ceremonies, before 


K 3 | the 
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dhe battle, was both dreadful- and ſo- 


lemn. 


le erempet, fifteen feet long, followed 
by the ſound of tunbrels, drums, and 
other warlike inſtruments, gave the ſig- 
nal for engaging. Both parties having 
performed their different acts of devo- 
tion, the Khowarzmians bel ng  Mahome- 
tans, and the Moguls Deiſts, the troops 
of both armies fought with a deſperate 
bravery, but it appears that Jengiz- 
Khan had made che better diſpoſitions; 
for, notwithſtanding the brilliant acts per- 
formed by Jalaloddin and the veteran 
troops under bim, when night came on, 
the battle was ſtill undecided, and the next 


5 | morning 
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morning Mohammed, upon a review of | 
his army, found he had loſt a hundred and 
ixty thouſand. men, which ſo much dif- 
heartened him, that he reſolved. to avoid 


another general engagement, and att only 
on the defenſive, He then gradually 
drew off his troops to places of ſtrength, 
and retired himſelf to his capital of Bo- 
chari, where he is ſaid to have given bim- 
| ſelf up to his uſual luzuoinms:: wade of 
living, leaving his ſon Jalaloddin to ſuſ- 
tain the labours of the field, and to raiſe 
freſh troops to oppoſe the Moguls. 

It appears from the hiſtory of theſe 
tranſations, that Jengiz-Khan obſerved | 
a lenity and mildneſs of conduct, in this 
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war againſt the Sultan, which proved very 


advantageous to him, as he was joined by 


ſeveral Princes, who were diſguſted by 
the cruel tyranny of Mohammed, and 
which enabled the Khan to make ſeveral 
detachments from his army, under the 
command of his ſons Tuſhi, Oktay, and 


Jagatay, whom he ordered to attack dif- 


ferent parts of the Sultan's dominions at 


the ſame time. 


This irreſiſtable force, and which was 
every day improving in diſcipline, was ſuf- 
ficient to conquer the whole world, un- 


der ſuch a General as Jengiz-Khan, had 


the duration of human life admitted of 


ſuch an undertaking. His policy was 


equal 
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equal to his power: mild and humane, 
where his enemies ſubmitted, but inex- 
orable and terrible, when he met with the 


ſmalleſt reſiſtance. Ns i 


The Sultan's conduct at this time ap- 
pears that of a man deprived of all rea- 
ſon or power. Inſtead of oppoſing the 
progreſs of his enemy, he appears wholly 
to have abandoned the defence of his do- 
minions to his Generals, whilſt he him- 
ſelf was indulging in the greateſt irregula- 
rities and exceſſes, He was removed . 
| from his capital to that of Bochari, in Sa- 
markand, where he retired with all his 


numerous riches. 


Buchari 
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Buchari was one of the ſtrongeſt and 
moſt delightful places in the Eaſt; but 
all the advantages of nature and art 
could not defend it againſt Jengiz-Khan, 
who now advanced with his army againſt 
it; and the garriſon, though defended by 
twenty thouſand. men, intimidated; by the 
| power of the enemy, or diſguſted, with 
their unworthy Sovereign, abandoned the 
city, after making a faint reſiſtance, "PI | 
the Mogul army took [poſſeſſion of it, 
and which he ordered to be burned: to 
the ground, and all the Sultan's troops 
* to death. 


While Jengiz-Khan 1 was hs victo- 


rious in perſon, his ſons Jagatay and Ok- 


tay, 
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tay, were not leſs ſo in; their different 


operations. - 13742 ir 944 2 


The fuccels of the r in theſe 
parts appears almoſt incredible, and their 
progreſs in the art of war not leſs th 
when It is eee that all their attacks 
were now diretted againſt the Arongeſt 


and moſt powerful cities of the Eaſt. 


U | Jengiz-Khan next proceeded againſt 

Samarkand, where the Sultan Moham- 
med had retreated-. This city was the 
capital of Bokharia, and one of the moſt 


magnificent of thoſe parte. 


From the modern accounts of this great 


province 
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province and city, the reader can have 
but a very imperfect idea of its ſtate, at 
the time we now treat of; but, though 
fallen as it now is, it is ſaid to retain, 
even to this day, ſome faint "4-00 of 
its former greatneſs, in its bulwark, 

caltle, and many noble edifices, which fil 


remain. 


The Sultan had placed in Samarkand 
and its environs, an army of upwards of 
a hundred thouſand men; and the city 
being ſo ſtrongly fortified, it would have 
been impregnable to any but the troops 


which now attacked it. 


In the ſummer of the year 1220, Jen- 


giz- 
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giz-Khan appeared before this famous 
city, at which time the inhabitants were ſaid 
to be ſo numerous, that it was not large 


enough to contain them with the troops. 


The garriſon was compoſed of the 
| braveſt men of that part of the Eaſt, and 
moſt of them Turks; and had there not 
ſubſiſted diſſentions among the inhabi- 
tants, and a great diſaffedtion to the Sul- 
tan, it is probable that Jengiz-Khan 
would have failed in his attempt ; but ſo 


| An were the inhabitants of Samar- 


kand to change their maſter, that the 


Mufti and other officers, accompanied by 
fifty thouſand of the principal men of the 
city, laid the keys at the feet of the Mo- 
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gul Emperor, imploring his elemency for 
reſt of the inhabitants; but the Tartar was 
inexorable to this petition, as ir was his 
invariable maxim never to give quarter 


but where an abſolute and entire ſub- 


- 


miſſion was made, and the inhabitant, 


— 1414 1 8 4 


were put to the ſword, to the number of 
thirty thouſand, : and as many more of theſe | 
wretched people given by che conqueror 
as ſlaves to his officers. The reſt were 


| leſt in the city, upon condition of paying 


a tribute of about” two. bundred thouſand 
pounds a year, LETS 4 
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The loſs of Samarkand gave a dread- 
ful blow to the affairs and power of the 
Sultan Mohammed; yet ſtill he poſſeſſed 
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great reſources, of which Jengiz-Khan 
was not inſenfible. He therefore ſent 


three of his Generals, at the head of 


three thouſand light horſe, with orders to 


purſue the Sultan wherever he might fly to. 
Theſe Generals ccordingly formed their 
army into three diviſions, each taking a ſe- 
parate route; and after ſome time gained 
intelligence of the Sultan, whom they 
purſued to Neſabur. Mohammed then 
fled to Baſtam, from whence he ſent his 
Jewels, of immenſe value, ſealed up in 
den coffers, to be depoſited in the caftle 


of Ardaham, which was deemed impreg- 


nable. He then retreated to Eaſtadad, 
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have a ined in ſafety, had not his 
crimes, ſtill more to be de than 
the victorious arms of Jengiz-Khan, 
purſued him, and deprived him alike of 


peace and een. 


The horrible enormities he had been 
guilty of, vhile in the plenitude of his 
power, raiſed him enemies in every 
place where. he wok nge and a 
| Perſian lo. whoſe uncle he had 
put to death, now conducted a party of 
Moguls to a little ſea-port, where he had 
ſecreted himſelf. The che Sultan 
had ſcarcely time to throw himſelf in a 
| ſmall bark, and ſo near were his purſuers, 


that 
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that they reached the veſſel with their ar- 
rows. | This was upon the Caſpian ſea, 
and ſuch was the anguiſh of mind, join- 
ed to the fatigues he underwent, that he 


was ſeized with a pluretic diſorder, which 


obliged him to put into the iſland of 


Abofkum. Mohammed was here viſited 
by his ſon, the brave and qutiful jalalod- 


din, whom he nominated his heir; ſhortly 


after which he expired in a little tent on 


the ſea-ſhore, which ſcarcely afforded a 


covering, and where even the common 


neceſſaries of life could not be conveyed 


* 


to him. Such was the end of Moham- 


— 


med, Sultan of Khowarzm. ' 


L OL. 
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. Temperance is a ſource from whence 


Many virtues flow. 


AMONG the Sovereign Princes of 
Tartary, Ouli ſtands conſpicuous for the 
goodneſs of his heart, and the purity of 
his morals. | Oſtentation, luxury, and 


prodigality, 
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— 


prodigality, were baniſhed from his Court 
and Palace; and his own conduct offered 
the beſt example to his nobles, of tem- 


perance and forbearance. 


In the regulations of his table he Was 


particularly attentive, and which he re- 
duced to what was merely neceſſary.— 


« I cannot,” ſaid he, © ſee my own ta- 


« ble covered with profufion, without 


6 thinking how many of my ſubje&s are 
« in want and miſery. The retrenching, 
« therefore, of what may be called ſuper- 


ce fluous, is a duty I owe them.“ 


This Prince, though a Tartar, poſſeſſed 
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ſen6bility. Upon the death of his wife, 


he refuſed taking another, ſaying, that 
ſhe, whom he had loved, could not be 
replaced ; nor ſhould the place ſhe had 


filled in his heart and his palace, be ever 


occupied by any other. 


The juſtice and philanthropy of Ouli, 
was not leſs worthy of admiration. The 

Governor f * large ; province, in a | 
kingdom adjoining to. his own, revolted 
againſt his legal Sovereign, and declared 
in favour of- Ouli, to whom he offered 
to become tributary. When the Prince 
was informed of this, by the Deputies 
who were ſent from the Governor, with 


the 
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the propoſal, he is related to have made 


the following reply: —“ You are miſtaken, 


if you imagine I am capable of approv- 
5 ing the condutt of a rebel, or of giving 
ce him any ſupport. Juſtice is the rule of 


my aftions; and conſidering all man- 


kind as my fellow- creatures, I wiſh to 


« ſee them live in peace and harmony with 


© one another.” 


On the ſubje& of temperance and for- 


bearance, the Tartar Prince, Houpylai- 


Han offers another inſtance, and which 


ſbews the well regulated mind, though 
poſſeſſed of the power to gratify his in- 


clinations. 
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A Turkiſh merchant came to the 
court of this Prince to offer ſome pearls 
of uncommon beauty, and for which he 
aſked a very large ſum. Houpylai-Han 
looked at the pearls, and being pleaſed _ 
with them, was going to purchaſe them, 
when reflecting upon their inutility, be 
returned thaw 1 the merchant, ſaying, 
tt J can employ the "moon: theſe pearls 


8 would colt to a better purpoſe: it ſhall 


« be diſtributed among the indigent part 


« of my ſubjects, and relieve the neceſ- 


« ities of the helpleſs and infirm,” 


＋ TAQUENDA. 
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TAQUENDA. 


Religion not only inſpires Fortitude, but 
What is ftill better Reſignation. 


— 


IN the fifteenth century, the Chriſtian 
religion was eſtabliſhed in Japan for a 
ſhort time, after which it was aboliſhed 
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by order of the Emperor, and attended 


with the moſt dreadful perſecution. 


The fortitude of ſome of the Japaneſe 
who had embraced Chriſtianity, is related 
to be equal to any example which anti- 


quity can produce ; and the Emperor of 


Japan could only exterminate its doarine 


by ſhedding the blood of his ſubjefts, 
and many illuſtrious victims. Among 


others, the following account is given of 


Taquenda: 


A Japaneſe of diſtinguiſhed rank and 


fortune, and not leſs ſo by an eleyated 


and noble mind, had embraced the 


Chriſtian 
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Chriſtian religion, and openly confeſſed 
his faith; and which the proſpett of cer- 
tain death could not make him either re- 
nounce or diſguiſe. In conſequence of 
this perſeverance, the Governor | of the 
province received orders he ſhould be be- 
headed. Taquenda, ad was greatly eſ- 
teemed by the Governor, was entreated 
by bim to relinquiſh at leaſt the open pro- 
feſſion of his faith, which might be a 
means of ſaving his life; but the Chriſtian 
hero was equally averſe to this, as to a to- 
tal renunciation of it, and the periuations 
of friendſhip and menaces of power were 
alike equally ineffectual. The Governor, 
finding that his endeavours with Ta- 


quenda 
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quenda alone were fruitleſs, reſolved to 


bave an' interview with him, in preſence 


of his mother, and his wife, the young 
and beautiful Agnes, whom he was known 


to be exceedingly attached to. 


'Theſe diſtinguiſhed perfons being af- 
ſembled, the G anni firſt addreſſed the 
mother of Taquenda. * Madam,” ſaid 
he, I am under the neceſſity, as you 
« well know, of making a report to the 
« King of your ſon's ſentiment, and of 
<« the faith he profeſſes. As a friend I only 
« require of him, that he will conform to 
« the outward ceremonies of our reli- 
« gion ; by doing which, he may fave his 


life, 
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« life, and preſerve in his heart thoſe prin- 
e ciples he holds To dear. This, Madam, 
2 jg the advice of friendſhip, and ſuch 
« will be your's to your ſon, if you wiſh 


« to ſave his life.” 
wit 


« That he is dear to me,“ replied the 


illuſtrious matron lady, none can doubt. 


cc Dear to me as my own life, ſo long as 
« his conduct remains unſullied, and that 
« he is faithful to the principles he pro- 


« feſſes, and to that religion he has em- 


« braced. Upon theſe conditions only, 


< jt is that my affection depends.“ 


« Do you reflect, Madam,” interrupt- 
ed the Governor, © that his perſeverance 
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«in theſe principles leads him to the 
* ſcaffold, and you hereby become an ac- 


« complice in his death.“ 


6e It is then,“ ſhe replied, “that I ſhall 
e have but one wiſh remaining—that of 


« mingling my blood with his!” 


« And you, Madam,” continned the 
Governor, addrefling himſelf to the be- 


loved partner of Taquenda, “are theſe 


« likewiſe your ſentiments?” 


Agnes, knowing well Ar r aaa 


was doomed to certain death, made no re- 
ply, but throwing herſelf into the arms of 
her huſband, as if to take a laſt farewell, 


: ” and 


% 
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and then falling at his feet, in the anguiſh 
of grief, exclaimed “ If I am doomed 


© to ſurvive thee, and refuſed the only 


&« conſolation I can receive, that of being 


united in the ſame grave, I here make 


«© the ſolemn vow of conſecrating my life 


« to that God, who will crown thee with 


« a glory immortal like himſelf, for the 


&« ſacrifice you now make him, of a ſhort 


and periſhable exiſtence.” 


Taquenda, deeply affected, mingled 
his tears with thoſe of his beloved Agnes. 


The affection of this virtuous pair were 


ties which might have attached them to 


life, had they not looked beyond the 
tranſitory joys of this world. 


The 
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The Governor, ſeeing the ſtruggle of 
theſe | virtuous Japaneſe, who were all 
greatly agitated and affected, made a laſt 
effort, and renewed, in the moſt earneſt 
manner, his ſolicitations, but they were 
equally fruitleſs, Taquenda was then to 
prepare for immediate death, which he did, 
with that ſerenity and fortitude, which 
alone belongs to the Chriſtian hero. He 
was accompanied to the place of execution 
by his wife and mother. Before he re- 
ceived the fatal blow, he tenderly em- 
braced them, and then, vith the moſt per- 
fett reſignation, laid bis head on the 
block. = 

The following day, the wife and mo- 

7 2p „„ 


ANECDOTES. 159 


ther of this illuſtrious martyr, being 
equally ſtedfaſt in the faith they profeſſed, 
were condemned to die, and ſubmitted 
to their fate with that heroic fortitude 
of which their beloved Taquenda had gi- 


ven them the example, 


A few years after this event took 
place, another inſtance occurs in the hiſ- 
_ tory of theſe converts to Chriſtianity, no 
leſs remarkable than the former, for the 
unſhaken faith of the- ſufferer. 

A woman of Japan, who, with her huſ- 
band and children, were condemned to 
die, and being all Chriſtians, were to be 


executed together. When arrived at the 
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place of execution, the woman begged ſhe 
might be the laſt to die; © that I may,” 
ſaid ſhe © have the conſolation of ſeeing 
« all I love in this world in ſafety; before 


« ] leave it myſelf.” 


When the moment arrived for her own 
execution, ſhe held her laſt remaining 
child in her arms, and raiſing her eyes to 
Heaven, exclaimed with a pious enthu- 


fiaſm—*« Merciful God, all I have now to' 
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* ſafe to accept this laſt ſacrifice that I 


„make of myſelf and this infant, the only 
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« remains of my family, and of every 


Other gift I received from Thy hands.“ 
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She then kiſſed the child ſhe held in 
| her arms, when the executioner perform- 
ed his office, and the mother and infant 
received the crown of martyrdom toge- 


ther“. 


* The above inſtance appears very ſimilar to the ex- 


ecutions which took place in our own country in the 


reign of Mary, in the middle of the fifteenth century, | 


a few years prior to the time when theſe tranſactions 
paſſed in Japan. Theſe inſtances of heroic fortitude 
in a people, ſo far removed from the intercourſe of 
Europeans, and whoſe knowledge of Chriſtianity was 
only obtained by the reidengs of a few miſſionaries 
among them, would appear till | more ſingular, if 
the moral l of the Japaneſe, was not gene- 


rally remarked for great equanimity and firmneſs. A 


Japaneſe, ſays the hiſtorian, is ſeldom known to loſe 
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his equality of temper; nor do they, upon any reverſe 


of fortune, ſhew diſcontent, or think leſs of themſelves 


than in a more proſperous ſtate. They poſſeſs many 


- ſingularities and defects of character, but ſtrength of 


mind and fortitude in misfortunes, are what they are 


particularly diſtinguiſhed for; and their cuſtoms and 
manners, a few centuries back, were wholly thoſe 
of a civilized Tartar, from which people it is ſup- 


poſed they originally deſcended. 


CAN- 
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 CANTACUSENUS. 


True 1 conſiſts in the performance 
Of great or virtuous actions; and 
Is equally remote bun ambition, 
Vanity, or any ſelfiſh principle. 


ANDRONICUS, the younger, one of 


the moſt renowned of the Byzantine 


16g 


Princes, was ſeized with a dangerous ill- 
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Wm 


neſs, from which he did not expect to re- 


cover; and having no immediate heir to his 
crown, thought he could not beſtow it 
better than on his favourite Cantacuſenus, 
who poſſeſſed together all the abilities 
and virtues which a high ſtation demands, 
to fulfil it worthily ; but to this propoſal 
Cantacuſenus would not liſten, as think- 
ing he had no claim to any other diſtinc- 
tion than that of a faithful and zealous ſer- 
vant, and poſſeſſing no ambition but that 
of remaining ſo. Andronicus, however, 
recovered from this illneſs, but falling in- 
to a declining Rate, he did not think him- 
ſelf equal to the great and various duties 
which royalty impoſes; and which, joined 
to an inclination for retirement, made 
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aff 
him conſider that ſtation as a bar to his 
further wiſhes, He then communicated 
to his friend and miniſter the deſign he 


had of abdicating his crown, and renounc- | 


ing the world. This intention Canta- 
cuſenus likewiſe oppoſed, and repreſented 
in the ſtrongeſt colours the injury he 
would be doing his ſubjetts by ſuch an 
act; as likewiſe, that the beſt and moſt 
acceptable manner of ſerving the Supreme 
Being, was the fulfilling, to the beſt of our 


power, the duties of that ſtation in which 


he had thought proper to place us; and 


that a Prince, in forſaking the nation com- 


mitted to him, was reſponſible for all the 
evils that might be committed by his ſuc- 


ceſſor. But,” ſaid Andronicus, I wiſh : 


8 « that 


YEE IRR c—_ 
5a mated. 2 lee 


PI ou He ton OS © TE oe ON ITE 


— — — — 


* 


— 


— 


222 


eee bbb 
Bs ä — *— 


„ 


W 


» 3 eh 


Wen mY 2 1 "= 4 * 
r 
— —— — — 


22 


1 

* 

þ 
1 
© 
F444 
* 
x 
EE + 
3% 
[34 
+ 
4g 
* 4 


22 
= 


& «© 


Gn ¾: es EE SS A es as tas 
. 2 e oo e EI GPL OLA ̃ — — + em 
: PR 4 * 5 : : « : 


166 ' ANECDOTES, 


« that ſucceſſor to be yourſelf, and I am 


well acquainted with your virtues, as 


« well as your abilities.” —< Ah! my Lord,” 
replied Cantacuſenus, I have only ſhewn 
the virtues of a faithful ſubje&, whilſt 


« you are known to poſſeſs thoſe of a 


* great and good Prince. Still remain 


then upon that Throne, which you fill 
« with ſo much glory, and ſuffer me to 
« continue your zealous' and faithful 


« ſervant.” 


A few years after this, Andronicus 


died“, leaving an infant fon to ſucceed 


him, and appointing his miniſter Regent 


of the ſtate. ' The friends of Cantacuſe- 


In the year 1341, 
| nus 
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nus then preſſed him to accede to the 
| wiſhes of the people, who would have 
immediately proclaimed him Emperor; 
but this did not accord with. the princi- 
ples of the virtuous Cantacuſenus, and 


was therefore rejected by him; and the 


infant ſon of Andronicus was, by his or- 


der, then proclaimed Emperor, him- 


ſelf acting as Regent, as appointed by 


Andronicus. 


The Empreſs mother, a woman of an 


enterprizing turn, and who was ambitious 


of reigning on any terms, offered to 


marry Cantacuſenus, and to ſet aſide the 


ſucceſſion of her ſon; but finding ſhe 
M4 could 
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could not ſucceed in the attempt, ſhe be- 


came the oppoſer and avowed enemy of 


the Regent; and who vas ſhortly after 
diſpoſſeſſed of the Regency through her 
artifices, and thoſe of the party by whom 
ſhe was governed. The people then re- 


volted in favour of Cantacuſenus, and de- 


manding his re-inſtatement in the Regen- 


cy ; upon which- a civil war enſued, and 


the moſt dreadful outrages were commit- 


| ted by the partiſans of the Empreſs. In 
this extremity Cantacuſenus would have 


delivered himſelf into the hands of the op- 


poſing party, in the hope it might have put 
an end to the public diſtreſſes; but in this he 


was prevented, from the repreſentations of 


3 his 
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his friends, who convinced him that ſuch 


a ſtep would rather increaſe than remedy 


the evil, and that it would be giving up 
the Empire to faction and tyranny, and 


at the ſame time betray that truſt and con- 


fidence repoſed in him by the dying An- 
dronicus. To maintain theſe rights, they | 
ſaid, was a duty incumbent on him, and | 


which, at preſent, could only be done 


by taking the title of Sovereign himſelf, 


and which the general voice now called 


for his acceptance of. Cantacuſenus was 


at length prevailed upon, and in the hope | 


that he might be able to reſtore the public 
tranquillity, he put on the Imperial robes, 
and ſhewed himſelf to the people, by 


whom 
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whom he was joyfully faluted Em- 


The moſt rigorous exertions were then 


neceſſary on the part of Cantacuſenus, hav- 


ing a deſperate faction to contend with, 
and ſeveral encounters took place. For 
ſome time it appeared doubtful which 


might prevail; but the valour and pru- 


dence of Cantacuſenus at length ſucceed- 


ed. The Empreſs then ſaw her favourites 
fall beſide her, and her party declining ſo 
faſt, that ſhe was ſoon deſtitute of all 
power to make any further reſiſtance. It 
was then that Cantacuſenus, having ſub- 
dued all his enemies, and in the undiſ- 

turbed 
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turbed poſſeſſion of a Throne, ſhewed 
himſelf the truly great character, by of- 


fering terms of peace to the Empreſs, and 


conſenting to divide the Empire with 
John, the ſon of Andronicus, at that 
time aged fifteen | years. This propoſal 
was accepted by the Empreſs, and the 
treaty concluded in 1347, from which 
time John Paleolagus reigned jointly with 
Cantacuſenus. 57% 


— 


This hero, who was equally the great 


ſtateſman as well as the warrior, governed 


the Empire with ſo much wiſdom, that 


| he was reſpected by all the neighbouring 


powers, and promoted the public welfare 
with an unremitting zeal ; but he enjoyed 


this 
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this tranquillity a few years only, when 
John, becoming jealous of that glory to 
which neither his virtues nor his abilities 
enabled bim to attain, ſeparated himſelf 
from Cantacuſenus, and diſputed with 
him the Throne he had before ſhared, 


and which brought on new troubles and 


diſſentions. The troops of John were 
however defeated in all the attacks he 


made, and he was finally obliged to offer 


terms of accommodation. 


It was after theſe events, when tran- 


quillity was perfectly reſtored throughout 


the Empire, that Cantacuſenus reſolved 
upon leaving a ſtation he had filled fo 
gloriouſly. 5 

He 
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He now abdicated the Throne, and 
retired to a convent, taking the habit 
of a monk, with the name of Joſeph.— 
' The Empreſs his wife followed his exam- 


ple, and likewiſe renounced the world. 


After this event, it appears Cantacu- 


ſenus had till a further ſacrifice to make, 


from the diſſention that aroſe in conſe- 
quence of John's violating the treaty con- 
cluded at the abdicating of Cantacuſenus, 
at which time it was agreed, that his fon 
Matthew ſhould ſhare the Throne with 
| John; but no ſooner had Cantacuſenus en- 


_ tered his peaceful retreat, than John Pa- 


leolagus refuſed to acknowledge Matthew 
* AS his- colleague ; and the latter, ſupport- 
ing 
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ing his claim, another civil war was kind= 


led in the Empire. 


Theſe accounts reached Cantacuſenus, 
who had thought himſelf ſecure from all 
the tumultous Gantt of life, and he was 
obliged to leave his retreat to reſtore peace 


- to his country. He ſaw plainly that the 


ambition and jealouſy of John Paleologus 


would admit of no competitor (though 
the general voice had placed Matthew on 
the Throne upon the abdication of his 
father); he therefore beſought his ſon, in 
the moſt earneſt manner, to renounce his 
pretenſions, which ſacrifice he obtained, 
though not without difficulty. Matthew 
renounced the crown, and John Paleola- 


gus 
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gus became ſole poſſeſſor of the power he 


— 


was ſo ambitious of. Cantacuſenus then 


returned to his convent, and in the peace- 


ful calm of virtue, ended his days. 


In ſurveying the character before us, 
we find him uniformly good and great; 


and amongſt the moſt perfect of the Byz- 


antine Princes. In all the various revolu- 


tions which marked the life of Cantacuſe- 
nus, his aQtions are unſullied by any ble- | 
miſh, though his fate appears, as it were, 


in continual oppoſition to his wiſhes. 


Without the ſmalleſt ſhare of ambition 
or vanity ; with a mind given wholly to 
peace and virtue, he was obliged to ac- 


cept 
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cept a Throne, ſurrounded by dangers, 
and under the neceſſity of living in a ſtate 


of continual warfare, to ſupport his rights, 


and thoſe of the people committed to him. 


Neither elevated by proſperity, nor over 
come by the difficulties and ſtruggles he 
repeatedly encountered, he was conſtant- 
1y faithful to the ſacred duties of a friend 


and ſubject; as he was afterwards to 


that of the Sovereign and Father of his 


People; and his wiſdom and virtues may 
be ſaid to have ſhone with an equal luſtre. 


THE END. 
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